Fe tic Thcouphbettens wy Promo- 


the Foreign Plantations; and to 
' Induce ſuch of the Clergy of this 
(1 _ Kingdom, as are Perſons of Sobrie- 
| EE and Abilities to accept of aMi- 
| :- hon into thoſe Parts. 


HERE AS the Propagation of the (bri- 
8 YYy /tian Faith, andthe Increaſe of Divine Know- 
o |  kdge, among ſt all forts of Perſons m His Majeſty's 
#1 : | Foreign Plantations, are the Wiſhes, Deſires, and 


* ty ers, of all Pio and Serious Chriſtians, and ſuch as 
| or Ez of God's Glory, and the Salvation of Mens 
| Sos; AND WHEREAS that Bleſſed Work, 
" Þ mxt under God, does principally depend upon the Abili- 
| ties of the Clergy i in thoſe Parts, the Exemplarineſs of 
"M her Lives, and their Induſtry in Teaching others ; 
| Cn: - WH ERE- 


...ting of. Religion and Learning in *, 


CY 


WHEREAS ALSO the Clergy, that are already in. 
the Plantations, as well as thoſe who are to be ſent thi. 
ther, cannot ( Humanely ſpeaking). be ſo capable of Jr. 
forming themſelves, and of Inſtrufting others in. the ge- 

2 fin of Chriſtianity, mm the Nature- of. the ( ovenant of 
Grace, in the Meaning and ,Importance of 'the Articys.. 
of our moſt Holy Faith, and in the Nature and Extent 
of all Chriſtian Duties, without the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
good. Commentators upon the Holy Scriptures ; and on, 
at leaft, or more of thoſe Authors, who have beſt treated. 

= upon each, and every of thoſe Points, WHEREAS þ 

a ALSO for the ſupply of that Want, Men of Pans 

: and addifled to Study, will hardly be induced to leqy 

the Expetations they may have of- better Encouragement | 

and Improvement in ther Native Country, to go to mt 
mote Parts and Climates leſs agreeable , without ſuc 
Advantages, as will over-balance all ( onfideratias u- 
clining 'em to ſtay at bome ; and, eſpecially, not withut: F 
4 competent Proviſion of ſuch Books, as are neceſſay. | 
for their Studies in thoſe Places where they are-to ſerve: | 
(Few of them that go over from hence, being able to ſme 
niſh themſelves-with ſo many Books as they ſhall weed.) 
AND; LASTLY, WHEREAS In/ufficiency aw: 
Scandal in the Clergy of thoſe places, in all probably, 
would be moſt ſucceſsfully prevented both in this and 
future Ages, ſhould every Parochial Miniſter in the Plas | 
tations bave a ſufficient Library of well:choſen _ 


CY 
"of all thoſe kinds before-mentioned, in which he might 
ſpend bis time to his own Satisfattion, and with Im- 
provement and Profit to himſelf and others. 


TO PROMOTE THEREFORE þ Bleſſed 


| and Noble an End, as the Propagation of (hbriſtian 


Knowledge in thoſe Parts ; and as well to encourage 
thoſe who are there already employ d in the Miniſtry ; as 
alſo to invite over other able Mmiſters, and to furni 


both, with proper Means for accompliſhing ſo good a 


' Work; IT IS HUMBLY offered to all that are 


hearty Well-wiſhers to the Souls of Men, and the Ho- 


* nou of their Sayiour, to conſader, and as they ſhall 
' ſee (auſe, to favour theſe Propoſals following. 


1. THAT a Draught having been made of what pars 


' ticular Books are judg d moſt immediately and poſs ity 


M{eful, for a Parochial Miniſter, wherewith he may be 


| ſufficiently enabled both to inform bimſelf, and to Inſtru&t 


athers, in all the Neceſsary and Eſſential parts of Chri- 


©  ſtianity ; ſo many of ſuch Libraries be ſent for that purs 
\ foſe, one to each Pariſh in the Foreign Planta- 


tions, particularly thoſe of Mary-Land , and farther 


| «the Fund to be raiſed ſhall enable. 


a 2 2o THAT 
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2. THAT every Parechial Library ſhall be uf. 
fixed in a decent and large Room of the Parſonape- 
Houſe of ſuch Pariſh, there to remain to the ſole I{e- 
of the Minifter thereof for the time being, unto all. fy. | 

ture Generations, and to be & UNALIENABLE @. 
any other the Rights and Dues of the (burch, which + 
Aſcertained by Law. Des ; 


"3. THAT in Ocder tothe Preſervation of eyry, | 
fuch Library to ſucceeding- Ages without loſs (as far ys | 
can be Humanely provided in any thing of that kind) F 
there be made an exaft ( atalogue of the Books belonging F 
to the Library of each Pariſh ; and that: every: ſuch Cz | 
talogue be fairly written in four Books of Vellum-pni-. | 
vided for that purpoſe : The firſt whereof to be left with. | 
the Lord Biſhop-of London for the time being ; af. | 
cond with his Commiſſary, or ſome chief Clergyma || | 
. int every of thoſe Plantations Where ſuch Libraries an | 
provided ;- and a third to remain in the reſpeFive Libre. | 
ries themſelves ; and a fourth to be depoſited in- the Ve- 
ſtry, of each of-tbe ſaid Pariſhes, i 


4 THAT the COMMISSARY be obhged; | 
at leaſt once in three Years, Perſonally to make a Par FN 
chial Viſtration.; 4nd then, beſides the Charge of bs | 
Duty m other reſpetts, that it be incumbent alſo upm- } 
bum, particularly to _ Inſpe& the Parochial Loon C | 


ad to ſee that none of the Books be imbezelld or loft”: 
And. that the Church-Wardens of each Pariſh be alſo 
obliged, every Near, before the Viſitation, to inform 
themſelves in What ( ondition the ſaid Books are, and to + 
Preſent. accordingly.at the Viſitation. . 


F- THAT for- further Security: 'q/ preſerve them 
| from Loſs and Imbezelment, and that thy may be known © 
' where-ever they are found ; in every Book, on the one- 
fade of the Cover, ſhall-be Letter d theſe Words, SUB- 
AUSPICIIS- WILLIECML. HI. on the. other fide 

Þ the Name of the Pariſh to whichtheſe Books do belong .: 

F EXGR.E.BIBLIOTHECA ANNOPOLITA-» 
' NA: E. BIBLIOTHECA. BOS TONIANA.. 


6. THAT. the Hiniſter of each Pariſh, bis. 
| Heirs and Adminiſtrators, may be obliged , by Virtue of 
| « Aft of Aſſembly provided and made for that purpoſe, 


þ ; make good what Books ſhall be imbezglled or. loſt by.. 
Tae, | 
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MEA N F of obtaining ſuch Pare. 
chial - Librarres. 


1. IN Hat 4pplication be made to the Nobility, (ly. 
BN £9, and Gentry, for their (haritable (oy | 

' tributions to ſo Pious a Work ; and eſpecially that th | 
Merchants and Traders to the Foreign Plantations f 
earneſtly call'd upon, as Perſons principally concerns, 
To encourage'this Deſign : Jt being moſt reaſonable 


>, expeft, that in Gratitude to God, and the Inhabitan þ, 


, - of thoſe Plantations, the. more plentitully they hay 
reaped of their Temporal Things, the more |. 
'berally they ſhould fow to them in Spiriud Þ 
Things. | | 
2: That Application be alſo made to ſuch lum | 
Authors as are-now living, that they would beſtow ſo 
of their own Books, which ſhall be judged wſeful to th F 
Purpoſes aforeſaid. 2 / 
 2.. That, for the general SatisfaFtion of thoſe mw _ 
have advanced either in Books or Money to ſo pious i 
Deſign, a full Account ſhall be publiſhed what Bu 


have been given, What Summs have been obtained, al} 


how the ſame have been laid out to the deſigned Ends. 
Laftly, In Gratitude to the BenefaFtors towards th 
Pious Defign, all thoſe, whether they be Publick Sit 
ties, Companies, or Private Perſons, who jhall on 
'f 


. - - hv —_— 
_ 
: _ 4 p «ol ” 
= T7 : 4 a ths *, y 

' . . "F. » 
- 

* 

| ) 


bute any thing thereunto, ſhall bave their Names and 
reſpeFtive Summs ; And the Authers ſhall have the Nums 

ber of Books given by them, tranſmitted to Poſterity, by 
being Regiſtred im a Book kept for that purpoſe in each 

of.the Libraries. 


- We look upon this Deſign, as what will very 


. much tend to Propagate Chriſtian Knows 
ledge in the Indies, being ic will, in all likeli- 
hood, invite ſome of the more ſtudious and 
virtuous Perſons out of the Univerſities, to 
undertake the Miniſtry in thoſe Parts, and. 

_ will be a means of rend ring them uſetul when 
they are there : And therefore as we ours 
ſelves have contributed chearfully towards . 
Promoting of theſe Parochial Libraries, fo we 
hope that many Pious Perſons will be found, 

who, out of Love to Religion and Learning, 
will alſo contribute thereunto. 


Tho. Cantuar, Hey. Lond. Nar. Dablin. . 
Jo. Ebor. Nat. Dunelm. Caſhall. 
W:Cov.& Litchfield. Offory. 
Tho. Carliſle. | 
Gilb. Sarum. 
Humph. Bangor. 
Edw. Worceſter. 
Sy. Elterſis. 
Gilb. Hereford. 
0. Norwich. 
Edw. Glouceſter. . 
_ Jo. Chiceſter.. 
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"I).Y the forgoing View, it may partly aps 
| pear, what, Proviſion is wanting in the 
Plantations to promote Chriſtianity, and by the 
- Propoſals is lignify'd one of the molt effecyy 
 Methodsto provide for-it, by means of a ſtu; 
ous, Learned and ſober Cler ay: And: it ls pre: 
ſum'd, that many may more willingly become 
Affiſtants tothe Deſign, when they ſhall unde 
ſtand what is already done towards the Prom: 
ting of it. And what farther Meaſures are noy | 
taken to accompliſh and perfect ir. 
As to the firſt then, by the BenefaCtions o 
pious Perſons of all Orders and Ranks, thei 
are Two thouſand four hundred Pounds wort 
. of Books ſent into 'the -Plantations, whereby 
Thirty Libraries have been, already Advancd | 
and ſome of them to a conſiderable Perfedtion, | 
(one Decad of which will be ſpeedly Printed) # | 
And a Foundation is alſo laid by ſome fzwBook Þ t 
of zo Libraries more, which it is hop'd will ab | 
grow up, now that ſo many Preſidents are grÞ 1 
ven, and ſuch worthy Gentlemen have beenb} 
\kind to take their Share in ſoliciting chat Afar 1 
-when I ſhall be gone. T 8 


Ant 


nd | 
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And theſe are the Meaſures by which alane- t 
can hope to have a Deſign ſo full of trouble, and 
of ſuch great Charge, to be ever Accompliſh'd. 
As for my own part,l have labour in it full four 
Years my (elf. And if any thing worth ſo much 
Fatiegue and Expence has been done in it, Iam 


' tothank God I did not foreſee the half of that 


Fatiegue and Expence which would attend ir ; 
for if I had, I much doubt whether I ſhould 
have had the Courage ever to undertake it. But 
now that ſo many Perſons both of Figure and 
Character are found, who will put to cheir Shoul- 
ders, I ſhall not doubt, under God, of that ſuc- 
cels which will compenſate for the undue Re- 
flections which I have ſufferd for not going 
ſooner, ( and that moſtly from thoſe who did 
alt forward the Deſign for which I go ar all) 
when my ſtay was (olely, to that End, that af- 
ter having left no Stone unturnd to provide 6: 
ther ways and means, I might find our ſuch 
Perſons as are both able,and willing to carry on 
what is yet but begun. 

And now theſe being the Gentlemen tg 
whom I owe fo much, it 1s not to be wonderd, 
that | ſhould pay the greateſt deference to their 
Commands ; and therefore fince they think it 
may be a great Encouragement to wany, td 

fayous 


T2 
favour the Deſign, when they ſhall underſtang 
how gratefully and honourably it has been ac. 
knowledg'd, even by the @eneral Aſſemblies 
of the Provinces abroad,to whole ule thele Librz, 
ries have been ſent, I could nor dilpuce a Compl; 
ance with their Deſtres, that I would Print the 
Letters of Thanks which I receiv'd: from the 
Governour, Council, and Aſſembly of Mary 
Land, as alſo from Carolina, upon that as 


count ; and they are as follows. 


Port 


on 


S 
Port Annopolis i» Mary-Land, 
bY: June the 11th. 1697. 


Reverend Sir, | 
E Return, you our humble Thanks for the Libra- 
ries we underſtand you are taking Care to Collett 
for us, which we are ſenſible will be the beſt Inducement to 
Pious and Sober Miniſters to come, and live amongit us : 
And will be the Cauſe of ſuch Education to be given, both 
to.our oyn People , and Native Indians , as will beſt pro- 
mote the Intereſt of Religion , and Morality in this Pro- 
UInce, 
We hope our preſent Incapacity of making ſuch Grateful 
Returns as we ought for ſo great Favours, will be x0 Hin 
derance, Or rahes oLog to your good Reſolntions of coming 
tous. And, when God enavles us, we ſhall not fail to ex- 
preſs our Gratitude , to the beſt of our Ability. We have 
nt any Thing at preſent to aſſure you of, other than the 
Commiſſary*'s Office ; which, in Concurrence with his Excel- 
lucy, our Governoar., we have. deſir'd and pray'd may be 
Apropriated to you. But are not without Hopes, that in a 
ſmall t:1me ſome favourable Opportunity will offer it ſelf, 


 Wereby we may farther teſtify our alue of your great Merit. 


S 1 R, 


Your oblig'd humble Servants, 


Thomas Laurence, Secretary, in behalf ot 
. His Majeſty's Council. 


Kenelm Cheſeldyn, Speaker , in Behalt of 
the Houle of Delegates 


| tir the Reverend Dr. Bray, at 


the Lord Almoner”s Lodgings, 
Whitehal. 


Ctrartes- X 
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'Charles-Fown in South Carolin;® 
November the 25th. 1698. oh 


Reverend Sir. h | 
VvW E eſteem our fetves ſownch oblig*d to you for the king 
and generous Preſent of ſo conſiderable a part of oy 
Publick Library, that we thought we could ot expreſs on 
ſenſe of your Favours ſo properly any other way, as by thu 
returning you our hearty, and united Thanks, as we are th 
General 9\ſembiy for this Province of Carolina. Sir, w 
hope it will be of General Good to us, as we are well aſſured 
was your deſign it fhoald.; and we cannot but now think it og 
-Daty, to make it our Endeavours to Encourage Relioion a 
_ Learning amongſt us, according to the beſt of our Abili, 
ſeeing that your ſelf (though a Stranger) have been ſol 
and generous, as to ſet the firſt ſtep towards the promitinq Þ 

ſo Good and. Neceſſary a Work. 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt Humble and Oblgl | 
Servants, 


In behalf of the Council, | 
Joſeph Blake, Governou, 


In behalf of the Commons. | 
Jonathan amozy, Speaks 


"To the Reverend Dr. Thomas Bray, 


at my Lord Almoners Lodpines, 
at W hite-hball. 


London. 


+ DAN. XIL 3. b 
They that be wiſe ſball ſhine as the 
"brightneſs of the Frrmament, and they 


that turn many to gr; 4 neſs, as 


the Stars for ever and ever, + 


FT UHIs, and the two preceding Verſes are 
: a Prophecy of the future State of the 


"Church, at the two great Advyents of _ 


wr Saviour-to it. In the' flrſt Vere is foretold, 
vwhat'dreadful Diftreſſes and Difficulties it ſhould 
iruggle with. In the ſecond and third, are de- 


dard, what inexpreſſible Rewards will Crown 


| the Labours of Chriſt's Faithful Servants, eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe - who have been Inſtrumental in 
| the Inſtruction and' Converſion of Mankind. 
They that be wiſe, 'or Teachers, or Inſtructers, as 
lome render - it, ſhall ſhine "as the, *&c. In 
Enlargement upon which'Words, I ſhall do theſe 
four things. —_ 
#4 B Firſt, 


() 


'"Charles-Town tn South Caroling® 
November the 25th. 1698. a | 


Reverend Sir. 
vv E eſteem our-fetves ſownch oblig'd to you for the king 
and generons Preſent of ſo conſiderable a part of an 
Publick Library, that we thought we could rot expreſs oy 
ſenſe of your Favours ſo properly any other way, as by thu 
returning you our hearty, and united Thanks, as we are th 
General 9ſ\fembip for this Province of Carolina. Sir, w 
hope it will be of General Good tons, as we are well aſſured 
was your deſign it ſhoald.; and we cannot but now think it og 
.Daty, to make it our Endeavoursto Encourage Relivion wn 
Learning an.ongft us, according to the beſt of our Abiliy 
ſeeing that your ſelf (though a Stranger) have been ſokinl 
and generous, as to ſet the firſt ſtep towards the promotim 
fo Goad and N ecel, ary a Work. | 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt Humble and Obligt 
Servants, 


In behalf of the Council, 
Joſeph Blake, Governou:, 


In behalf of the Commons. FE 
Jonathan amozy, Speak. | , 


"To the Reverend Dr, Thomas Bray, 


at my Lord Almoners Loapines, 
at White-hhall. 


London. 


; DAR; 
They that be miſe ſball ſhine as the 
"brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 


that Turn many L0 ps antkaapth as 


the Stars for ever and ever, 


"THIS, and the two preceding Verſes are 
| a Prophecy of the future State of the 
4; Church, at the two great Advents of 


wr Saviour-to ir. In the flrſt Verſe is forerold, 


what dreadful Diftreſſes and Difficulties ir ſhould 
iruggle with. In the ſecond and third, are de- 


lard, what 1nexpreſſible Rewards will Crown 


the Labours of Chriſt's Faithful Servants, eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe - who have been Inſtrumental in 


| the-Inſtruction and Converſion of Mankind. 


| They that be wiſe, 'or Teachers, or Inſtructers, as 
 lome render it, ſhall ſhine 'as the, '8&c. * In 

Enlargement upon which'Words, 1 ſhall do theſe 
four things. FT 


B Firſt, 


ES 


[2] 
Firſt, I will ſhew you what 1s meant by turning | 
many to Righteouſneſs. | 
| Secondly, Who they are that have, whoſe Dyy. 
Jet it is, and who may ſtill be ſaid to turn many y_ | 
Righteouſneſs. 
Thirdly, That it will be found one Day th 
higheſt pitch of Wiſdom to have been Inſtrumental j 
this bleſſed Work, Becauſe, ” 
- Fourthly, and Laſtly, Such: ſhall be the mf 
gloriouſly Rewarded. -It 1s they that ſhall ſhay s 
the brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars fy 


ever and ever. 


And, Firſt, I will ſhew what is meant by ts | 
wg many to Righteouſneſs, Now Righteouſneſs, n | 
the ſtricteſt ſence of the Word, does denotegn- 
ly one; Vertue amongſt the whole I'rain «i 
Chriſtian Graces, namely, Juſtice and Equiy | 
berwixt Man and Man. Bur in its more' com 
 prehenſive Acceptation, ( and fo. it is generally | 
to be. underſtood. throughour the: Scriptures) t | 
does import no leſs than the whole of, that Re 
ligion, which will render us accepted by God 
and in which, if we be found, when we comet 
dic, God will pals a favourable Sentence up 
us at the Day of Judgment, 4 +} 


_ 


E371 


And fuch a Righteouſneſs, as it is now fixt, 


ind ſtated under che Goſpel, conſiſts in this, 
chat in the firſt place we Renounce the Devil and 
all bis Works, that is, abandon the Service of that 


 ArchRebel the Devil, and deteſt and forſake 


all his Works of Sin. He having, himſelf moſt 
ungratcfully Revolred from God, has nor only 
carry d whole Legions of fallen Angels into a 
curſed Rebellion againſt their Creator, bur has 
_ drawn off the far greateſt part of Mankind in- 


to the fame wicked Apoſtacy with himfelf ; in- 
ſomuch, that divide the whole Earth into thirty 
Parts, it is computed by skilful Geographers, 
that nineteen of it are Inhabired by Idolaters, 
that is, Men ignorant of the true God; and in 
effe&t worſhippers of Devils : Not to fay what 
dolatrous, and other deftruftive Hereſies he has 


brought inro Chriſtendom it ſelf, and even in 


hoſe Churches of Chit, where God is beſt 
known, the Chriſtian Faith the beſt underſtood, 


and Chriſtianity profeſs'd in its prove Purity. 


tis a ſorrowful' Conſideration, how much the 
Works of the Devil, Magick, Sorcery, Lying, 
Perjury, Uncleanneſs, Murder, Rapine, and Vi- 
olence, and indeed, all manner of Wickedneſs, 
are confidently and' openly committed and a- 
yow'd: And now a moſt conſiderable patt of 
- B 2 that 


[4] 


" that Righteouſneſs we are here upon conſiſts jn 
this, That we abandon the wicked Party, of $4. 
tan's Adherents, | either Foreign. or Domeſtick, 
and that being. liſted in the Service of. the trye 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, we. give up 
our ſelves to. his, Government and: Obedience 
And this is that ſo material a part of Righte. 
oulneſs, call'd Repentance from dead Works, Heb. vi.1, 
_ Aſecond part of this Righteouſneſs is Faith, tha 
is, the Knowledge and Belief of God in his Nawre 
| and Attributes, and afirm practical Belief of Chif 
the only Begotten Son of God, as the: great Mediata 
betwixt God and Man, who, to that End, hy 
ving rook. upon him our Nature, was Inveſt 
with the threefold Office of a Prophet, to Inftut 
us in the way to be Reconciled to God; of 
Prieſt, to: ſatisfie his Juſtice for all our paſt, Of 


Fences; and of a King, to, Conduct and Goyen | 


- 


us ; and finally, to, Reward us for all our St 
vices... This alſo is Life eternal, or-anather yan 
'of that Righteouſneſs for which we ſhall be Re- Þ 
warded with Life Eternal, 'Thus to know thee th | 
only true God, and Jeſus Cbrift, whom thou. haſt jen | 


We oe ey 00 "I 
A third, 1s, to Obey God s Holy W.ll and Com 


mandments, and to walk in the ſame all the Dad 
pwr. Life, that is, having abandon. the Sg 
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of Satan, and yielded our ſelves up to the Faith 
of Chriſt, the Completion of our Righteouſneſs: 
will be this, to live the remaining part of our- 

Lives to. the Honour of God, by paying him a. 
' faithful Obedience to all his moſt Juſt and: 
Righteous Commands. And Bleſſed are they who: 
do his Commandments, for they only ſhall have right 
to the Tree of Life, Rev. xxii. 14. Thus, in. 
ſhort, you {ee the ſtate of that Righteouſneſs, 
upon the. account of which we ſhall be juſti-. 
 tyd.and favd. | 
\ , And now it will beeafte to underſtand, what: 
it is to Turn many to. Righteouſneſs. And in the: 
higheſt and moſt exalted ſence of the Phraſe, .it 
i5.to Reduce whole Provinces under the Obedi-. 
ence of God. It is to reſcue that unhappy part 
of Mankind, which. have for ſo many Ages paſt, 
labour'd under the Tyranny of Satan ;: it- 1s to. 
reduce them to the juſt and happy Government: 
| of their rightful Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 
- | tk is te Inftruct thoſe Dark Corners of the Earth, 
th mn which the Light of the Goſpel has not'yet 
ſhone, or. but very dimly : . It is to [enlighten 
them. with a full and bright Knowledge' of their 


» | Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.. And it is 
wit | ally, to render them oblequious Servants, to a 


F 
\% 


1 julkand holy God, whe/e Service, is perfe8t freedom x 


L103. 
Te is, 1 lay, to diveſt them of that [nhumanity, 
| Savagenels, and Brutality 7 whereby they are. 
Beaſts of Prey to each other, and to ſtamp up- 

on their Souls that lovely Image of God, con- 
ſiſting in Knowledge, Faith, Love, and Purity, 

whereby they will become Angels, nay, God, 
one to another. This is to Turn many to Riph- 
teouſneſs, in the higheſt Sence of the Phraſe: 

But in a Lower, yet a very Noble Sence, it j 

to be any ways Inſtramental in the InſtruQion 

and Converſion of any Conſiderable number of 
' Souls in any part of the-World, as well within 
the Chriſtian Pale as elſewhere : Within the Chri- 

ſtan Pale, I ſay, where, God knows, there j 

ſtill that Ignorance, Profaneneſs, and Immoraliy, 

which loudly call for more Labourers into the Vm- 

yard, to. carry on to Perfe&tion the Information 

and Converſion of Chriſtians. And in both 
theſe Senſes FIR OY 


Secondly, Who they are who have heretofin, | 
whoſe Duty- yet it is, and who may ſtill be ſaid t | 
Turn many to Righteouſneſs, is the ſecond thing! 
proposd' to. ſhew you. And here we areto | 
confider, that as the Apoſtacy of Mankind from | 
God: began' ſoon after the Creation, ſo God ud | 
his Miniſters from the 'very beginning contaly 


with | 


BBY 
with the Powers of Darkneſs, and with all pof--. 
ſible Application reſcuing Mankind out of the 
Snares of the Devil, as Abel, Seth, Enos, and Noah 
before the Flood ; . which laſt, for his eminent 
and painful, tho' unſucceſsful Services in this 
oreat Work, was call d the Preacher of Righteouſ- 
Ws, 2-Fet.. lt. 5. 

Nor did either the Occaſion for the like 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs ceaſe, even after the 
dreadful Deſtruction by an. univerſal Deluge , 
nor was. God afterwards wanting to his own 
Honour, or the. Good of Mankind, in fending 
his Prophets and Prieſts to be Preachers of Righ- 
teouſneſs to a wicked World. veob>et 

It was but very few Centuries: after the Flood, 
that the whole Earth was again Revolted from 
God, and overſpread with: Wickedneſs ; .and ir 
was not without. a conſtant Sncceſſion of Prieſts 
and Prophets, as well as of Mercies and De- 
ſructions, that the Divine Providence did {e- 
cure one .only Nation, the Jews, in'their -Alle- 
piance to him. And yet even theſe his peculiar 
People, This Holy Nation, in proceſs of Time, had ſo 
corrupted themſelves, that their very Righteouſneſs 
was as filthy Rags, Ifai. Ixiv. 6. And both their 
Principles and Morals were fo far ;debas'd, and 
the moſt demure and preciſe amongſt them, the 
| EITILe "L2G PITCH + AP 
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Scribes ahd- Phariſees ſo defeftive 'in both, thy 


-our Saviour told his Diſciples, Except their Righ- 
teouſneſs - ſhould exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhould 44 10 wiſe enter 
into the Kingdom of "Heaven, Matt.'v. 20. _ 
And now when the Defe&tion of Mankind 
from God was become {ſo Univerſal, that it wx 
time | for :him, either utterly ro root out. from 
the face of the Earth, all the Inhabitants of ir 
or he had no other way but by ſome Mirack 
of Mercy. to Reform it.; Then did the Divine 
Goodneſs, which always enclines him to th 
moſt Merciful part, chooſe to ſend an Anibal 
ſador Extraordinary to propoſe "Terms of Re: 
conciliation, and to invite Mankind home to 


| Ged. And accordingly , God, who at {ſudy 


"Times , and -in divers Manners, . ſpake in time pu 
unto. the Fathers by the Prophets, did in theſe'lif 
Days, (or in the laſt great Age of: the World) 
ſpeak, unto-us by bis Son, whom he appointed Hii 
of all things, by whom alſo he made - the. Warlk 
SM 2: 05 7 Hank - mii 01.400 

And here, how without Wonder and Aﬀto- |. 
niſhment, can we behold, with whar' pv | 


digious Zeal, Application, and Induſtry te 


-Blefſed: Jeſus +ſer upon the; great Work of 'Re- 


forming! Mankind. -It was -his Meat and Drink | 


EE 


todo the Will of him that ſent him, and accordingly 
' be continually went about doing Good, both to the 
Bodies and Souls of Men. To- their Bodies, 
by Healing them of all thoſe: manifold and 
mighty Diſtempers that had then invaded them : 
To their Souls, by Curing them: of thoſe moſt 
fatal Maladies of all, their Sins; to rid them of 
which, was ſo much the main and principal De- 
hon of his coming into the World, that from 
hence he was denominated a Saviour to it; 
And they ſhall call his Name Feſus, for be ſhall heal 
his People from their Sins. Burt the Original cauſe 
of all their Miſeries, both Bodily and: Spiritu- 
al, proceeding. from the miſchievous Enmity 
of Satan, he did with the utmoſt diligence pur- 
ſue that Rebel, driving him out of the Bodies 
and Souls of Men; both which he had ſo uni- 
rerfally Uſurp'd, and did at that time ſo cruelly 
Tyrannize over. = ; 
' And thar he might at length be utterly diſ- 
polleſs'd of all his Dominion, and that nv 
Corner of the Earth might be left him to exer- 

ae his. Tyranny upon, when the Bleſſed Jeſus 
was leaving the World himſelf, in purſuance of 
that Power which was given unto bim in Heaven, 
md on Earth, he Commiſſion'd his Apoſtles to 
proſecute the glorious Conqueſt over the oy 
way an 


[10] 
and” all his Works, which he had begun, con. 
manding them to go, and diſciple all Nations, 
Baptizing them m the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, ang 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever he hag 
\ commanded them, promiſmg . to be with them always, 
even unto. the end of the, World, Matt. xxviii. 18, 
19, 20. And fo faithful were they in the Ex. 
ecution of their Fruſt, that they Kon diſpersd 
themlelyes into. the utmoſt parts of the Univerk, 
fo that not: an' Age had paſt,. till their Sound wen 
mnto al the Earth, and' their Words unto. the” Ends of 
the World, Rom. x. 18. And thus.you ſee who 
| they are that have. heretofore Turnd may » | 
Righteouſneſs. i Lo 2 
But who thoſe are, whoſe Duty yet it is; ad 
who may ſtill be ſaid: to do the ſame, remains to be 
conlider'd, and may. God enable us. to find them 
out. | 
And, Firſt, This is a Work incumbent upon 
every. Chriſtian Church and Nation ; but ought 
to be the Concern and Care of none more than 
ours, 'and' can never be more ſeafonably {ct 
upon than. at ſuch a juncture as this.. I ſay, to | 
confider, and affiſt in the beſt Methods of Tung | 
many to; Righteouſneſs, ought to. be the Care, and | 
Concern, of every Chriſtian Church and Ming 
and 
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5nd this out of a grateful Return for that Bleſſed 
Light of the Golpel which has ſhone amongſt 
them, by which Chriſtians are, or may be, (if 
they ſuffer themſelves ro be regulated by the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, which fo Freely tend to 
render both private Perſons and publick Socie- 
ties happy) by which Chriſtians may be, I (ay, 
ſo much diſtinguiſh d from the deplorable State 
of thoſe Barbarous and Savage Nations, where 
lonorance of the "True God and Religion over- 
ſpreads rheir Country. Nothing more naty- 
rally diffuſes its ſelf than Light, and how pro- 
digiouſly ungrateful would it be for a People 
themſelyes ww cone; not to ſpread that to all 
Mankind which was given them to ſhew others, 
as well as themſelves, the Way to God, and their 
Happinels ! TI Re Eon 11 
But eſpecially this is a Care and Concern 
- mcumbent upon ſuch a Church and Nation as 
ours. A Church ſo pure jn its Doctrine, and 
fo Heavenly in its Worſhip, as in that reſpe&t 
15 the Eieſl in the World to be the Model co 
the New Acquiſitions' which ſhall be gaind to 
the Church of Chriſt. Bur, alas, that it ſhould 
be ever faid, that another Church, whole Reli- 
fon | is To : fadly corrupted by Pagariſh Syper- 
tions, ſhould yet be ten thouſand times more 
wy C2 Lealous 
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Zcalous, in. Baniſhing Infidelity and Paganiſm 
out of the World than ous is! 
And it is a, Work in Gratitude due, from. ſuch 

a Nation as this: A Nation fo enrich d by the 
Commerce. and Commodities of lo many, Bar 
barous and Pagan Countries. Surely, , ſmce wp 
have in. ſo plentiful, a_manner been made partakers "a 
their Carnal Things, it is our. Duty alj to, Moni 
ſter to them. in Spiritual. things. 
_ And ſuch a Work ſurely can never be. mare 
Seaſonably romoted by any Church .or Nation, 
than at 1H a juncture, as this. What has _ 
wp, ſo, great, a part of our Deyotions, for ſome 

Years paſt, as. our Thankſgivings Y the lit 
leſs. than Miraculous Deliverances we have 
ceivd, in the. Preſervation of our Religion and 
Liberries ? 
 Andwhen had this our Preſervation ſo glorious 
a Completion, as ar. this time.? and ſo ſolemn a 
Acknowledgment paid to Heaven, for it, as lately 
in this Place?. Bur what fulſome Hypocrific would 
ic be-to. chank God with ſuch leeming Devorion, 
for. the Preſervation. of a Religion we do not in 
the leaſt Value? or,, How can we be, thought to 
Value.it at all, if hen + it i$.1n_ our Powert to Exe 
tend the Chan Pale ſo far as we may, and 


to, the bringing ; no. it ſo many Thouſand Squls 
over 
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over whom we: have- an- abſolute Dominion; 
ſhould we. yet take no Care about it ? 

Secondly, Thoſe whoſe Duty 1t is in. a more 
peculiar Manner than others, ro Thrn many to 
Righteouſneſs, are the Miniſters of Religion ; I lay, 
in, a more peculiar Manner than others; for we are 
not only. ofdained and ſeparated for this Work, 


but che Inſtructing, Inlightning, and Informing of | 


the World, which is the Foundation of all Righ- 


teoulnels, 1s peculiarly the Paſtors Province. 


[ do call the Inſtilling. of Divine Knowledge into 
the Minds of Men, the Foundation of all. Religion: 


For why ?- Knowledge of the true Nature of | 


| God, and of all the parts of that Religion which 
1s.to be paid him, is a _neceflary Guide. and Di- 
reftor to all Virtuous and Religious Practice, it 


being the ſame thing to the Soul, as the Eye is | 
to.the Body. Nor..is Divine Knowledge ne- 


«ary to Mens living Vertuoully, only as it. 15 
2 Guide and Director to us ſo to live; but it is 


requiſite alſo, as it is the Principle and Reaſon 
whereon all virtuous and worthy Deeds/are to be 
founded; inſomuch, that a thing which is other- 


wiſe well done, if it be not. done knowingly, bur 


 gnorantly, will not be. imputed by God, nor - 


Man, as a vertuous and-laudable Action.. Nay, 
the chickeſt of all Divine Graces, if it be: not acted 


OUT 
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-out of -a through Knowledge of the Nature ge 
God, and of true Religion, will een become, fy, 
want thereof, the Blackeſt of all Sins : as Z,y 
when not guided by Knowledge, will caſily , 
cranſpoxted to Cruelty and Murther, What ſy 
I ay? © The want of throughly underſtagdyy 
the erne Nature of God, and the Nature 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, is the onh 
Cab !/of all that Superſtition which is in t 
World; of -Superſtition 1 ſay, than which ther 
is not a more grievous Malady that can poſſby 
infect the Souls of Men, ſo as to render then 
'- more troubleſome 'to themſelves, more miſchi 
yous to the publick Good and Welfare of th 
'Church, and to aft more diſhonourably and yt- 
voking to God. In ſhort, it is Ignorance whic 
is the Natural Parent -of that .Arheifſm and In 
fidelity ſo rife amongſt Men; and indeed, nd 
-only of-thar, but of - all .other Vices and Wick | 
.ednefles whatſoever. 6 
And now it:is the 'vreat Duty of the Min-| 
Rers-of Religion, to remove from rhe Minds df 
Men that Ignorance of Divine things, which s| 
the-canſe-of all their Miſcarriages, and to infllþ 
into them thoſe DoCtrines and Religions Pm þ 
ciples which are the Fountain of 'all their fanie 
Righteouſneſs, This: we are- to arrend ”_ 

y 
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by Catechizing, and Preaching, and Conference, and' 


whatever Merhods can be thought moſt ſuccels- 
fi] and effetual in the Inſtruction of Mankind . 
and thoſe who ſhall beſt inſtruc their People, 
ſhall moſt effectually Turn many to Righteouſneſs : 
And therefore, 

Thirdly, Thoſe Perſons will be reputed to 
have no {mall ſhare in this Bleſſed Work, 
who have put the Miniſters of God in a Ca- 


pacity of 10 Inſtructing his People, by making 


2 Proviſion -for the Acquiſition, Maintenance, 
and Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge. Such 


are .thofe who have been | the Founders. of 
Churches, Schools, Colleges, \and Libraries. And 
not. here to {peak. of the Excellency of ſuch Cha- 
rities, which dire&tly tending to the Everlaſting 
Happineſs of the Souls of Men, muſt be as far 
deyond what terminate only. on this Mortal. 
Lite, as the Soul is more Excellent than the Bo- 
dy; and as an Eternal is to be preferred to a 
Temporal Felicity : But not to inſiſt on this: 


The Advantage - of being thus Inſtrumental in 


1's} Turning many to Righteouſneſs lies here, That 
I} is not only inthe preſent Generation, that ſuch. 


ae thus ſerviceable to the Souls of Men; but -in 
all Ages: to come, and when they ſhall be long 


dead, they will yet ſpeak, and ſo ſpeak as to. haye 


9. 
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"2 Share in all the: Converſions, which ſhall jj 
made by Vertue, and through the Affiſtance of | 
that Stock which they have laid up for the Prg. 
moting of Religion 'and Learning. : 
And eſpecially, the Ere&ting of Libraries 
neceſlary and uſeful Books in Divinity, is of af 
others a neceſſary Proviſion for the Propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge. For why? "The Pricy 
Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, becauſe the Pay 
are to ſeek, the Law at his Mouth, Mal. ii. 7. "At 
| the Meaſures of Knowledge a Miniſter is to he 
Maſter of, muſt be neceſlatily fauch as ſhall e 
able him to give his People an entire View 
the whole Scheme of Chriftian Doctrine in'tha 
Connexion, wherein one part of it depends upon 
- another, and for want of which, the Generalitydf 
Chriſtians are ſo ignorant of the true Nature #d 
Deſign of Chriſtianity. Farther, a "Paſtor miſt | 
throughly "underſtand the Nature, Terms, ant | 
Conditions of the Covenant 'of Grace, and the þ 
Nature 'of "Chriſt's Mediation, through which t | 
was .obtain'd. More 'particulary yer, he mul | 
be able leafly to explain, and fully co' prove 
each Article of his Chriſtian Faith; many «| 
which not being obvious. to our Natural Rex þ 
ſon, but capable of Proof: only from theScrip | | 
tures, he muſt be well versd in the Langu | 
an 
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4nd Manner of Speaking of the Holy Peh-Men, 
 before- they can” be {6 explain'd” and prov'd. 


And'he muſt be able-to' ſtate exactly the Nature 
ind Extent of Chriſtian Duties,” which 'Know- 
ledge depending - 8 a right Underſtanding of 
the Nature, and difterent Obligations of all thoſe 
many-ſorts of Laws, Natural, Divine, and Hu- 
mane; which regulate and dire&- our Duties. 
Thisiis'4 part of Knowledge as extenſive as 1-18 


mcecelliny;.n Lon (ERASE. 
+1All which Premiſes being duly confider'd,-and 


withall, chat” we cannot now work' Miracles, 
and that” yſbiration "is no. part” of our Talkiit} 


bur that we are left” ro the Ordinary miears*&f 


? - AF I, We OY 
Converting. the World ; namely, the Comition 


Meaſures ' of'*God's | Holy Spirit | accompanying 
wr hard Study : Ic thuſt therefore clearly follow, 


that thoſe Perlons'will be" 'repated to have n6 


mall ſhare in this Bleſſed Work, who ſhall lay 
ich a'Foundation- of Chriſtian Knowledge, as 
without which, Humanely fpeaking,' it! is not 


| poſſible rhe Paſtors of "Chriſt's Charch ſhould 


tred their Flock with neceſſary Inſtruction. 


Thirdly,” And '\now-I ata 'to fhew: you, That 


| "itiwillibe- found one day the higheſt pitch 'of Wiſdom 


| .lo-haye; been” Inſtrumental in this Bleſſed Work, of 


Turning 


i 


Wiſdom. to propo 
then to purlue it by due and proper Mean, | 
And. proportionably, as the End is more. or | | 


to carry it on; in the {ame degree is a. 


. effect; to conlule, 'and dos in the Ko | 


| which nothing 'can be t 
| dent. Ty Tirn many to Righteouſneſs, you. int 


_ rious than ſuch an Abhicyentent ? 
to-re(tifit the c 


.what is-i to be a;Benefictor, if this be'\aot? - 
-. Nor, .can -any. Means. .be, mote..;wortliy all 
n grear, and beret iced to | the Purpoks wif 


_.” 


'Thrning many-to Mreouſue k i the 
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excellent, and the Means-more of Jef adapted 
Man 


Wiſdom to be judg d greater or leſs with: ly 
tion. tO 16, Now. here the End is incomp 
excellent, beyond any xy. other thac can. be nai: 


For why? to Turn » many . to "Ye kl wi n 


ner, the Honour and Glory 
Good and. Ha inch be Mankind, tha. | 
ughe of mort : 


alſo ſeen, is co dilpoſiels Satanof an unrightay 
Ulutpatjon he has made upon God's: Jon minions | 
over his own Creatures, atad it is toreduce the 
under the Government of their Righefil ol f 
and Maſter.  And' can any __ ie. owe +. | 
and to bring them bgker the DireQtiod: ff wdþ 
Laws, as alone can make them happy: Ant 


- a 


| chan \ thoſe we have confider d. For let thi 


the Wark 'is done. 


jÞ this ineans Bis Houſes Hell cowue, 
1. Dwell; 
\ byfath Charities to che Sonls of /Men,: as: have 


© 


whole Nation, let the Clergy, and ſuch. as have - 
Wealth and Subſtance, ſer heartily about a and 


This, in ſhorr, is to be wiſe to Salvation, and 
alas! what is the Wiſdom of this World in com- 


; patiſotr with this ?. [:What/ an Ideot is: David's 


Fool, "who when he might make to. himſelf Friends 
in Hewven of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, heaps 

to \himelf Riches, not knowing who , ſhall- gather 
And who is. wholly folicitogs to find | 
out: ds one, from whom be might call bis' Lands 
after -his own Name, ( fondly thinking; thar- by | 


niepan] . and | 
Places ta all; Generations: "iy Wien 


hienmentioned, he might provide thas his Name 
be ardren. in. the. Book, of Liſe. * Which * 
66th Taft: ching-propos'd';/ arid. Shews, 1 


| Trauma to: Raghrengfng is'the OO te Vit 
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o | wade? Beſides the Propotiſes a Tad, 


iſ | andthe Proſecuririg: 'of ir by. due _ 2.4 
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Turning many-to Is It is the part 
Tg: to ng co It ef a Good Fed pr 
then to purlue it by. due and. proper Mew 
And proportionably, as the End is more: or let. 
excellent, and the Means more or lels adapiaf 
to carry it on; in the {ame degree is a May; 
Wiſdom to be judg'd greater or leſs with-ge. 
tion to it... Now here the End is i n—_ 
excellene,: beyond any RO thac can + be nan k 
| For why? to Turn > many to Righteouſmet is - a 
eftect; to conlule, and x in the higheſt Ma. | 
ner, the Honour. and Glory of God, and. the 
orcateſt Good and Happineſs of- Mankind, thn 
which nothing 'can be thought of more End 
dent. Ty Tirn many to Righteouſnefs, you hat | 
alſo ſen, is to dilpoſſels Satanof an uy 
Ularpation. he has made upon God's Doninim ONUNK 
over his own Creatures, and it is to reduc th | 
under the Government of their Rightul Lonl | 
and Maſter. And can any thing be. more ov | 
rious than ſuch an Abhieventent ? And:jois bf 
76 reRifit the corupt/and finful Natute of Men 
and to bring them under che Direction vi fu f 
Laws, as alone can make them happy: Any 
.what is-ix to be a Benefacor, if 'this be _— 
Nor. can -any, Means. be. mote. worthy-as 


great, and better fred to the Purpokes. pro 


weaves 
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| Fa WY we have vet kder'd For let thi 

- whole Nation, ler the Clergy, and fuch. as have. 
Wealth and Subſtance, ſer heartily about it, and 
the Wark is done. 

"This, in ſhort, is to be wiſe to Salvation, and 
—_— i Pol is the Wiſdom-of this World in com- 
pafiſat! with this ? | Whar' an Ideot is David's 
Fool, who when he mi ght make to. himſelf Friends 
in Heaven of the a of Unrighteouſneſs, heaps 
uþ to himſelf Riches, . not. knowing who , ſhall gather 
them? And. who is. wholly folicitous to find 
our. ſome one, from whom he might call bis Lands 
after bis own Nane, ( fondly thinking, char. by 
this means bis Houſes ſhall continue: Go ever, - and 

his, Dwellg-Places ta . all; Generations: ).1-- When 
' by ſuch Charities to che Sonls of /Men,; as have 
hjen mentioned, he might provide thao his Name 
be-ariren, i the Book. of. Life. Which © briggs 
nt46'the laft: ching-propos'd;; arid: ſhews, 


on | Turn many to: Rinhreonfo is: the. i high wil 
Uny/4 beczuls har, Fi | 


+ bt 
<6 "boy hi, Sack will oi the bi hen] Iy re» 
«| »add 'Behdes; the: Propotng .ob a:Gged: End, 
£6} ad\the Proſecuririg: of ir by. due __ proper 
aol} Means; there is ſomething yer. farther! wantmg 


ad} 08 that 


! 


that is, to. do all in the Proſpect of an excelleq. 
Reward. And here; as the End, viz the Glory 
of God, - and .the -Good of Mankind, is: 
moſt tranſcendently Glorious, and the Mea, 
propos d in order te: accompliſh it, are what 
moſt become Chriſtians ini their ſeveral Stations 
and according to their feveral Abilities fo thee. | 
ward that will-Crown all this, is: here in my Tex 
fpoke to be ſuch, as is not inthe power of Wark 
to.expreſs a greater. . They that are wiſe ſhallihi 
as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and. they thittun 
. many. to: Righteouſneſs. as the Stars for-ever- and oy 
| And indeed; as' of all other Sinners, thoſe wil 
be.the: molt; exquiſitely. puniſhd, who ſhall y | 
ways cn and:deprave the: Principles! wi 
Manners of -Mankindz So -of all:the'Rightoy 
Servants! of : God,-.thoſe will be i exalted/to'th 
higheſt degrees of Glory, who'ſhall: be moſkmdy 
ftrioys: in:theInſtritftion:aqd-ConverſioniofMa | 
-)'"F fay- of, dl:other. Symmers; \thoſe will be: the maſt es | 
guifitely puniſh d, who ſhall any ways: corruptcal Þ 
deprave the Principles and Manners -of Mank. 


Sucfi\.as-do; ſow:1lt Principles, 'and do.ammway 


diſcourageand: diſcountenanch Piety. and Yeu 


are-fajd/to put. a; Stumbling=block,"! arid torbe-af 
Occaſwn to: fall-in their Brother s way, Rom: wv; if 
And .wo-to. than Ain, (Jaivh. our Saviour);wiul | 


I 


T2Þſ! 


the Offence: cometh: © For : whoſo ſhall offend the 
the: meaneſ}. of thoſe that pA _ + nk wY 
for bits that: al Milftone cvere \hatoged our bis" Neek,! 
and: that he were! drowned ine the depth of | the: Sea, 
Matt. -xviti. 6,7... And 1a" moft empharical: 
Thecarning: this is to. all thoſewicked Inſtruments, 
| obHwnrighteonſueſf..abroad- in: the World; who 
| qiakeSitt cheir Buſines,-;and! feet to: be- intent: 
upon this: very-thing. It. is ſad enongh'to have 
one ſelf done: or acted wickedly :- But whoſo- 
ever:{hall not. only bjeak, tho' ibe-one of the leaſt 
Commandments ;: but ſhallteach Mew ſo, he. ſhall b#called 
 theleaſt im the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt: v. 19. thar 
_ h none-at all:| :He Jhall be' caſt out" of it} *and 
 wilitſhd-as ane; off thoſeiwho! are: the: orcaref 
Merfies: to: it] ::Fhere:3s in thes Words'a: yaſt 
gl mate.;} 1) be: , underſtood::chan'tis lexs 
oth d,; as is: afual; both-in: the Sacted: Writings, 
and in6oprotabe. »Authdss yo |tharthe:-Caſe. of 
thoſer:Merr, is | moſt ohreadfolhy Rad: perarely 
tad; who: by - profantc;|: atherflical>:innd! lewd 
Diſcounſe, or. whatever .ather:2vil Communications 
Wh hdrnapon.gend Principles? frog : But 
Ways All orhers, . k[is"# dba t&:0003 
Ter: what will liotthe Deomofhhaatice who | 
by, wicktd{Books;: ſuch as both Atheiſts; Drifts, 
: Wrnis -8nd:114 Antinomans do. /N OW, £1 [tothe Re- 
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proach of our Church:and Nation, daily ail 
Ih amongſt us. IO s dreadful, I fay, oO "CON 
ſider what: will | befall fach in the. End. Whax 
Evil of this Nature is done: only by Difcourſe, 
' is but tranſdiently 'bad, and. may ruine - the 
' Souls only of ſome. G4 :of: thei unfortunate 
| Companions.” 'Buc:the wicked Principles which 
are +propagated by Books, are laſting Miſchiels, 
from whence, as from a Pandora's " a fly out 
thole' Plagnes and Mortal Diſeaſes hide can 
fteverbe: recall'd, and will fpread 'Deſtruction 
and Ruine, amongſt che 'Soutls' of: Men -to''the 
World's End. 

And'indeed it is had] to "Be hah Meaſures of 
Repentance may be ſufftcierit for thefe Men." The 
Repentance they:muſt eome to, or be everlaſtingſ 
and immeafurably Undone, miſt be po as cories 
not | under the - ordinary: 'Defirit jons' given thi 
great. .Condition:of :our Salvation.> 6 is not'a pi | 
vate Grief and Soxrow;::nor /barely: ar: Amends | 
-ment for the fatire; will be ſufficient ts teconeil 
ſuch to-God:" 'But as.che Difhonours-done'to'hi 
Great Creator, by: cheirymeans, are2 never key 

end; buriwich> x World ; :folthe: Ropath 
cions. toihe .made for mhe-kind! ofi Afﬀeorts' 2nd 
Injuries 'to' 'Chaift's Kinpdons muſt be by\s 
Recamarion . as aa and laRting/:as the Nw 


eur 
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uſe 


care. of che Offence is. ' And the. exaQting. of / 


ſuch a Repentance as this, I muſt needs recom- 
mend to you, my Brethren, who are entring to 


day into. the Miniſtry, when-ever you are: called 
ro the Sick Bed of any notorious Atheiſt or 
Deiſt whatſoever. And this was the Reſolution 
of a very eminent Biſhop of our Church, in. the 


Caſe. of oneof a conſiderable figure amongſt them, 


aker he had wricten'his Book de Yeritate.. You are - 
the'Stewards of the Myſteries of God, ſo that you 
cannot, with Fideityto. your. Great Maſter, diſpence 
the.Sacrament of . Reconciliation t@; thoſe, who 
have ereRed laſting Batteries againſt his King- . 


4 


tent 2+ And indeed it is 


dom, till they themſelves, by . a like. publick. 
Recantation, {hall have pulld them, down with . 
their.,own hands. . $9 that.. you':{ee the; very | 
Repencance of thoſe; wha {hall ; 191. Many t0 p 
Hnrighteouſneſs, is 2 hard and fearful. Diſcipline. 
And what then 2; How much beyond the.com-- 
mon . Meaſures,| will -|the'-Pamnifhment [of thoſe - 
amongſt them-be,- who: ": ;remain cImpent- - 

but reaſonable to be-.. 
heye, that the Cake will be; yallly different. 
deqwixe thoſe who haye only in their own,Perfods | 
trinſpr elt the Laws -of :God,andifuchw ha, make | 
Party, and fight the: Devil s Battels  againlt | 
Him, Theſe Men midſt be fippoſcd to be firlt| 


at. - 


ver FR / be poured out againſt ſuch. 


wb the moſt exquiſitely punifh'd, 'who '{hall: "any 


| -Men'; or | [hat lay" the Foundatibn of- Chriftian' Aiw- 


Fs a Regard to'rhe Ohiricable! Endeavours of thek 


[e541] 
Fea Entity with Him, 'and their hots 
Nature mult' be- envenom'd againſt Him, and 


therefore 1t- cannot” be- expected but that” the 
Fuyy WI bis? Wrath, and the: very. Dr (4 of bis th 


- And now, if- of all other Sinners hol will 


o. 

wiys *corfiips and” deprave': 'the Principles-nd 
Matincis of Mankind; then; by parity of Reaſon 
of all the- Raphreous S waders of- God, thoſe will h 
exulted't6' the Bugheft-degrees of - : Glory, :ipþo ſhall-þ 
moſt induf 168 in- the \InftPu wn Ud'* 'Comiverſion of 


ledgdy” !or- "Contribiete toward® the Promoting f 
'For this-we'need no ather-'T eſtimony thar-thi | 
evatkable> place: of Se. James -V: 26. Kow)ithit 
Serwhibroos alias, pls: from the Error of oh 
Ways; ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and fhall\wv 
-4 'Multitude of Sins): Fheſe W ords ſpeak luck 


whoido any ways:'promote,”6r'do Labor 
ae: Inftruion-and Converfion of 'Siriners, ? wn 
'chrough | the: Merits | and SatisfaRtion-of Chrik, 
-(by-w hich : ority:iic/ is" hae! God becomes 
ao coi our! beſt, Pecforenances pirhis »kitio'6 
"Chariry will be had"liw'no wean! Configerdiion 
when God ſhall take 'Cognizafice -0f our "$ihs 


and 
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and Failures. And if the Converting of one 
Sinner ſhall be ſo confiderd, what Glories 
will await thoſe who Tarn many to Righteouſneſs? 
| cannot poſlibly expreſs them in any higher 
Words than thoſe of my Text, in which alone 
there is a force and luſtre, like to the Rewards 
themſelves which they beſpeak. 

And proportionably as the Aſſiſtances given 
to Turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall be moſt extenſive 
and laſting; in the ſame meaſure we muſt 
ſuppoſe the degrees of Glory will be alotted 
to ſuch Piety. And therefore, ſince, next to 
what the Apoſtles did by their perſonal Labours, 
and .inſpird Writings, to - Convert Mankind 
to God, ſcarcely . any thing can be thought of 
a more direct and immediate Tendency to the 
ſame - Glorious and Bleſſed End, than to lay 
up thoſe Magazines of Chriſtian Knowledge 
on the Confines of Satan's Kingdom, out of 
which the Miniſters of God's Word may be 
conſtantly ſupply'd, both with - the Food of 
Souls, and with that Spiritual Armour where- 
with! they. may carry on the War with Succeſs, 
ſo as at length to drive that Arch-Rebel our 
of thoſe vaſt Territories he now poſſeſſes: It will 


_ therefore. follow, that thoſe pious Perſons will 
molt effectually conlulc their future Happineſs, 


and 
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and - provide beſt for an Exalted Glory, 
who fhall expend moſt in fixing Libraries of 
neceſſary and uſeful Books in Divinity, in or. 
der to the Inſtrution both of Miniſter ang 
People. Such: indeed eannot be faid, by G 
doing, to hazard their Perſons in the Cog, | 
verting of Mankind, and ſo may not be «&. | 
titled thereby to the Reward of Martyrs and | 
Confeſſors. Burt however, they may be much 
more inſtrumental in Turning many to Righ 
teayfneſs, even. than thoſe who actually labow | 
in the Work it felf, becauſe thar, in effec, x | 
will be they who {hall Preach, Catechize, and | 
Inflru& thoſe - Parts of the World, as well n | 
fucure, as in the prefent Age. Tr is they vill 
be the Fountain, we ſhall be only the Conduit 
Pipes through which the Waters of Life will | 
be convey'd to 'the People : And therefor, 

except we ſhall beftir our ſelves very mud, | 
they will far out-ſtrip us in the Perſuir 0 | 
Ecernal Glory. | 
| In ſhort, Thoſe who thall make ſuch 2 | 
laſting Provition for the Inftruction and Con- 


verſion of any conſiderable part of Mankind, | 
may, in fo doing, be very well look d upot | 
as 2 ſort of Apoſtles to thoke Parts of it | 
World. And if fo, we may conclude? 

great 
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great deal concerning the Degrees of Glory 


wherewith ſuch ſhall be recompenc'd, from 
that Promiſe of our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
Matt. xix. 28. Perily, T fay unto you, When 
the Son of Man ſhall fit on the Throne of his 
Glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon Twelve Thrones, judg- 
mg the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael : For tho' we are 
not to conclude from theſe Words, that any 


belides the Twelve ſhall be exalted to the 


higheſt Degrees of Happineſs, yer from hence 
we may clearly gather, that proportionably 
as Perſons ſhall approach ro to the Apo- 
files in Evangelizing Mankind, they ſhall be 
placed nearer and nearer to them upon the 
everal Aſcents, to the Higheſt Stations in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Not thac I would leſſen the Hopes of 
Glory ro you, my Brethren, who ſhall labour 
in this Great and Glorious Work, of Gaining 
Souls to God. No, but rather give me leave, with 
the great Apoſtle to the Gentiles, Rom. x1. 13. 
t0 magnifie to you your Office, who are entring to 
day upon the Sacred Miniſtry , and ſome of 
you in order to a Bleſſed Miſſion. And you 
have this Advantage of all other Profeſſions 
of Men, that whereas others, by a due diſcharge 
of the Duties of their proper Calling, can orily 
bn Lu Ez become 
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become Righteous themlelves,. you, in the gyg 
Exerciſe of your, Miniſtry, will Turn Many to 
Righteouſneſs: So that whilſt other Chriſtians 
can expect only the common Rewards fq 
well-doing, you may promiſe your ſelye, 
_ upon the Performance even of the ording 
Duties of your Function, to be extraordinarily 
recompencd. And the Reaſon is.this, becauſe 
the Good that you will do is doubly and reh|y 
beneficial ; for .you will not only conſult there. 
by your own Happineſs, but will render you 
ſelves Benefactors to Mankind, and what i; 
above all, will enlarge the Bounds of Chit; 
Kingdom. Ny. Er eps 2 | 

I ſay you will render your ſelves Bench- 
ors to Mankind. For why? the Religion 
you are to propagate and promote, is of ſuch 
2 Nature. and Tendency, that were it heanil 
embrac'd, the moſt Wild and Savage of Me 
_ would become Innocent, - Kind, and Sociable 
to one another; they would not hurt nor de- 
ftroy- in all the Holy Mountain. And. it 1s 
Prophecy'd, that this will be the Fruits 0 
Chriſtianity, when the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, Iſai. xi. 9. And you 
will alſo, by a diligent Application to the 
Ducics of your proper Calling, pull down. the 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Satan, and enlarge the Bounds of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, or at leaſt-wiſe encreaſe the 
Number of his faithful Subjects. 
| This will indeed engage you in great Con- 
flics with the Powers of Darkneſs; and the 
Difficulties and Oppofitions they _ and their 
Agents, the wicked Men of the World, ſhall - 
oive you, will call forth all your Courage and 
Prudence to reſiſt, But the greater are the 
Dangers and Difficulties, the more noble is the 
Vertue; and the greater the Vertue, the more 
glorious will be the Reward. | 
And therefore I cannot forbear to bleſs that 
Providence which calls both you and me into 
the Service of thoſe darker parts of the Church, 
where we ſhall have occaſion to do more Good 
than here we could be able, to conteſt with 
oreater Difficulties, and thereby to entitle our 
elves: to the chiefeſt Rewards. - For as bad as 
tis to be Ambitious after Farthly Honours, it 
s nobly Vertuous, and Chriſtian-like, an Emu- 
| lation to excell in the Favour of God, and in 
| thoſe Stations of Glory which he will beſtow 
upon ſuch as ſhall exert themſelves in his Ser-. 
| Vice. And to be Inſtrumental m bringmg Light 
to them that ſit m Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of- 
Death, whether we conſider the Service, or the 
| Recoms. 
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Recompence, has enough in it to atisfie the | 
moſt pious Ambition. _ "2 ' | 
To conclude therefore in als Words of & 
Paul, 1 Tin vi. 12. Fight the good Fi I 
Faith, that is, maintain and propagate the Gob 
pel againſt all Oppoſition, and live according 
to.it; lay bold on Eternal Life, nay, five 
excell in thoſe Achievements that ſhall ai 
you to the chiefeſt Glories of it; for th q/| | 
that whereunto you F- called, and are now to jy 

this: good Profeſſion at an Holy Ording 
hr many Witneſſes. , 


| Fre © Colonies. | 


VIL Mary: Land 


VIII Virginia. 


"a8 
IX. ; Noreb 


? i; EX, i$ th 
N. | Bermud as. 


F BF $:94s 


© {1.Providence. 


| College now Erected, 


: Church lately built at 


FELL. Carolina 


| {Wlands, VIZ, 


Poſh & Churches 


30 Pariſhes, but meanly 
Endow'd, the Coun- 
'try being but lately 
divided into Pariſhes, 
and the Churches but 
lately built, to the 
great Charge of the 
preſent Governour 
Colonel Nicholſon, and 
the Country. | 


50 Pariſhes, with 100 
Churches & Chapels. | 
There is alſo a Noble 


and Endow'd by His 
- preſent Majeſty and 
the late Queen; 
and carry'd . on from 
the firſt Foundation 
with the great Charge, 
Application, and Ma- 
| Nagement of Colonel 
Nicholſon, and the 0-! 
ther Truſtees and Go- 
yernours thereof. 


Charles-Town. 


8 Tribes or Pariſhes, where- 
in are 9 Churches, and 
near 1000 Families. 


Has $0 Families with 1 


Church. lately built.” 


. 2, Eleutheria, 


© —_— 


Se IEEE. x 
Won RI. 
ad. > ooeaen—_—_s 
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Has about 20 Families. 


Mmiſters 


16 Mint- 
ſters. 


| 30 Mini- 
ſters. 


going over 


A 


'1 Miniſter 


3 Miniſters 


Lv Miniſter. | - 


Libraries 


I6 Libra» 
rle&sS, 


1 Library. 


3 Libraries 


COT 


veral of our Colonies do want Churches and | 


Pariſhes, and thar one half at leaſt of the Px 
riſhes want Miniſters. 


. By Experience, as well as the Reaſon of the 
Thing, I'm convinc'd, That 100!. laid out n | 


2 LIBRARY, is what will beſt induce: 


Learned and Sober Miniſter to go into the 


ice 


\ 


Ser- | 


* Colonies. | Pariſhes & Churches | Miniſters | Librarjs 
\ 3. Andros. | Has ſeveral Fanulies. | $ 
| | 
XII. | Jamaica. | 15 Pariſh-Churches. |8Miniſters [> 1 jpy4r;,, | 
XIV. Anguilla. A poor Iſland, having ſeverat begun, 
Engliſh upon it, but not able 
of themſelves to build a | 
Church, nor maintain a Mi- 
niſter. 
| 
XV. | S?.Chriſto-| 6 Pariſh-Churches, | 1 Miniſter. | Library 
| phers. begun, 
XVI. | Antego. | 5 Churches. 3Minifters |; Library 
| : ; begun, 
X VII. | Mev:s. 3 Pariſh-Churches. 3Miniſters ' Lite 
| 421 | begun, 
XVIII Monſerrat. | 3 Pariſh-Churches, 3Miniſters - 
XIX. | Barbados. 14 Pariſh-Churches. | 14 Mini- | 
| | | ſters. : 
XX. |S? Vincents. | 
+. By what goes before it may appear, That {- 


EL" ] 
vice of any part of the Church in the Planta- 
tions; And that the ſame is a neceflary Encou- 


ragement, conſidering that few Men of Fortunes, 


who are able to purchaſe Books for themſelves, 
will go into ſuch remote Parts. 


3. By what goes before it may alſo appear, That 
meerly the ſettling of LIBRARIES in the 
ſeveral Pariſhes of each Province will require 4 
yery conſiderable Fund, Fifty Pounds worth of 
Books being the leaſt that can be ſuppos'd requi- 
ſite to enable a Miniſter to diſcharge the Duties 
of, his Fun&tion. Beſides that, in the Chief 
Town in each Province it would be requiſite to 
have a Library of more Univerſal Learning, for 
the Service and Encouragement of thoſe who 


ſhall launch our: farther in the purſuit of Uſeful 


Knowledge, as well Natural as Divine. 


4. Beſides LIBRARIES of Neceſlary Books in 
Divinity, for the Uſe of the Clergy, ir will be 
- requiſite, in order to propagate Chriſtian Faith 
and Manners, to furnith the reſpective Miniſters 
with ſome Numbers of Bibles, Carechiſms, 
Common-Prayers, and other PraCtical and De- 
votional Pieces, to diſtribute gratis, elpecially 
n poorer Families. | 
-:A 2 6. It 


The : 

5. It will be farther requiſite to have free School, 
erected, at leaſtwile one. in every County, fg 
the Education of their Children: And it woulq 
in a more eſpecial manner, become the Prg. 
feſfors of ſo Excellent, a Religion as ours, 
have a Proviſion made in one or. two Schog}; 
at leaſtwiſe, in every Province, for the Inſtry. 
ftion of half.a dozen Tdian Youth, to be ſer: 
afterwards amongſt their own People, to civiliz 
and conyert them. 


Thus, in ſhort, I have endeavoured to give 


eaſe is it to ſee, and with what Indignation can we 
behold, how many Engliſh Colonies there are, the 
Trade of one x bs is ſometimes computed to 
be worth 5o0000!. per 4mum to this Nation, in 


Worſhip, nor Sacraments adminiftred. The Ms 
hometan does not fo little regard his falſe Prophet 
He no ſooner gains any new Province, but he erect 
his Moſchs, and places the Creſcent upon the top of 
them, to intimate that his Religion ſhall increale 
or it is not his fault. And the Papiſts, we do well 
know, fpare no Coſt in ſending their Miſſions "= 


General View of the State of the Plantations, with re | 
ſpect to Religion, and to hint at what is wanting to | 
promote it: And from this very ſlender View hoy | 


which. there is no Church, nor Preacher, nor Public | 
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alt che parts of the known World. And it is very 


worthy our Notice, that the Dutch Eaſt-India Com- 
pany do Yearly expend, and that with great Succels, 
15000l. per Amnum 1n_the Eaſt-Tadies alone, tor the 
Maintaining and Propagating the Chriſtian Faith. 
And now, that ſo little ſhould be yet done, fo 


much as to preſerve in Being that Pure and Unde- 
fild Religion which we profeſs, even in thoſe Colo- 


nies of Engliſh Men, from whence the whole King- 
dom has been ſo much Enrichd, as well the Gen- 
tleman, by the Advance of his Rents, as the Merchant, 
by the Increaſe of his Stores, and the Mechanich, by 
the Vending of his Manufa&ures, is truly an amating, 
as well as a melancholy Conſideration to ſuch as 
have any true Love to God, or the Souls of Men. 

- Bur, alas! how few are there amongſt us who 
do in the leaſt refle&t upon, or at all value the 


ineſtimable Advantages which, above the reſt of 


the World, they enjoy by being Chriſtians. Tr 1s 
now an indifferent thing with many what Religion 
Mankind is of; ſo that, according to thoſe Men, 
the Son. of God did in vain deſcend from Heaven; 
and that grand Diſlpenſation of the - Goſpel, and 
that Myſtery of our Redemption, the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of which the Bleſſed Angels do with 
Admiration adore, wasto little purpoſe, and might 
baye. been. as well ſpar'd, for that- the Heathens are 
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in as good a Condition as we. Nay, Chriſt C-4- 
ufy d is now become, as well as formerly, to ſome, 
- a Stumbling-Block; to many, Fooliſhneſs, even the 
Subject of their Ridicule and Raillery. And theſe 
cannot but be look d upon as Ominous preſages of 
ſome heavy Judgments upon us ; for 'as an ingeni- 
ous Perſon doth ſingularly well obſerve, Whenever 
a Country loſes that Reverence that is due to Religion, 
and the Laws, we may ſafely pronounce that its Ruine i 
not very diſtant. 

And as Contempt of Religion and the Laws is a ſur 
mark of a declining Nation 5 ſo new Colonies and 
Diſe. of the Societies of Men muſt ſoon fall to pieces, and 
ang Sed dwindle to nothing, unleſs their Governours 

.p.265. and Magiſtrates interpoſe, to ſeaſon betimes th 
Minds of ſuch a new People with a ſence of Religion, 
and with good and vertuous Principles. 

Theſe are Sentiments, I know, quite different 
from the Politicks of ſome Men, But thoſe who 
heartily believe God and his Providence, are firmly 
perſwaded, that the Happineſs and Well-being of 
any People does advance, or decline, in proportion 
to the Supports thar are given, and the Regards that 
are paid to True Religion. 

And I mult with Gratitude acknowledge, that 
ſome ſuch I have mer with in the Proſecution of 
this Deſign, which I haye engaged in for the Plar- 


tations, 


LR 


tations, or elſe the Expence, as well as the Fateigue, 


had been wholly inſupportable. But as what has 
been hitherto done, does but let me into the View 
of fo much more, which is ſtill wanting to Pro- 
pagate and Maintain Chriſtianity in thoſe Parts, fo 
after that ny Expectations of -a. more Publick Pro- 
viſion for this great Work have fail'd me, I muſt 
again renew my Applications to ſuch Pious Per- 
ſons who have a juſt Value of the Worth of their 
own, and others Souls. And if the following 
Diſcourſe upon the Nature and Excellency ok, this 
kind of Charity above all others, ſhall contribute 


any thing to promote the Deſign, I ſhalt obtain 


an End, to accompliſh which I could be content 


to ſacrifice my Lite, with the Remainder of my 


ſmall Fortunes ; and thoſe worthy Perſons will 
doubtleſs find it upon their Accompt, when to be: 


found a good Steward, to the Honour and Glory 


of God, of the Talents which He has given, will: 


afford them thoſe ſuperlative Degrees of Joy, which 


are beyond the Imagination of us. here below to - 


a> 


conceive, and which therefore the following Diſ-- 


courſe does not pretend ſo much as to ſhadow. 
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DAN, XII. 3. 


They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 
"brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 


that turn many to pr. ki as 


the Stars for ever an 


] »» and the two preceding Verſes are 


ever, 


a Prophecy of the future State of the 
Church, at the two great Advents of 
wr Saviour-to it. In the flrſt Verſe is foretold, 
what dreadful Diftreſſes and Difficulties it ſhould 
iruggle with. In the ſecond and third, are de- 


dard, what inexpreſſible Rewards will Crown 


the Labours of Chriſt's Faithful Servants, eſpeci- 


| Ally of thoſe who have been Inſtrumental in 


the Inſtruction and Converſion of Mankind. 


|} They that be wiſe, or Teachers, or Inſtructers, /as 


ome render - it, ſhall fhine as the, '&c. In my 
Enlargement upon which Words, I ſhall do theſe 
four things, 


B Firſt, 


y ——_ — 
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Firſt, I will ſhew you what is meant by turning | 
many to Righteouſneſs. 
Secondly, Who they are that have, whoſe Dyy 
yet it is, and who may ftill be ſaid to turn many t 
Righteouſneſs. 

Thirdly, That it will be found one Day th 
higheſt pitch of Wiſdom to have been Tnſtrumentd j 
this bleſſed Work, Becauſe, 

Fourthly,” and Laſtly, Such . ſhall be the mf 
eloriouſly Rewarded. It 1s they that ſhall ſhin 
the brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars fy 
ever and ever. 


And, Firſt, 1 will ſhew what is meant by tym. 
ing many to Righteouſneſs. Now Righteouſneſs, n | 
the ſtricteſt ſence of the Word, does denote on- 
ly one Vertue amongft the whole 'T'rain «i 
Chriſtian Graces, namely, Juſtice and Fquiy 
berwixt Man and Man. Bur in its more com- 
 prehenſive Acceptation, (and ſo. it is generally | 
to be underſtood throughout the Scriptures) © 
does import no lels than the whole of. chat Re- 
ligion, which will render us accepted by God, | 
and in which, if we be found, when we come to | 
die, God will pals a favourable Sentence up0® | 
us at the Day of Judgment. 44. 


"" 


tris a ſorrowful Conſideration, 


ES] 


And fuch a Righteouſneſs, as it is now fixt, 


| and ſtated under the Goſpel, conſifts in this, 


that in the firſt place we Renounce the Devil and 
all bis Works, that is, abandon the Service of that 
Arch-Rebel the Devil, and deteſt and forſake 
all his Works of Sin. He having himſelf moſt 
ungratefully Revolrted from God, has nor only 
carry d whole Legions of fallen Angels into a 
curſed Rebellion againſt their Creator, bur has 


drawn off the far greateſt part of Mankind in- | 


O 


to the ſame wicked Apoftacy with himfelf ; in- 
ſomuch, that divide the whole Earth into thirty 


Parts, it is computed by skiltul Geographers, 


that nineteen of it are Inhabired by Idolaters, 
that is, Men ignorant of the true God; and in 
ete&t worſhippers of Devils : Not to fay what 
(dolatrous, and other deſtructive Hereſtes he has 
brought inro Chriſtendom it ſelf, and even in 
thoſe Churches 'of Chriſt where God is beſt 


known, the Chriſtian Faith the beſt underſtood, 


nnd Chriſtianity profeſs'd in its pony Purity. 


ow much the 


Works of the Devil, Magick, Sorcery, Lying, 
Perjury, Uncleanne(s, Murder, Rapine, and Vi- 
olence, and indeed, all manner of Wickedneſs, 
are confidently and openly committed and a- 
 Yowd: And now a moſt conſiderable part of 

- B 2 that 


TY 
chat Righteouſneſs we are here uporr conliſts in | 
this, That we abandon the wicked Party of 54. 
tans Adherents, either Foreign. or Domeſtick, 
and that being liſted in the Service of the ty 
God, Father, 'Son, and Holy Ghoſt, we. give up 
our ſelves to. his. Government and: Obedience, 
And this is that ſo material a, part of Right. 
ouſneſs, call'd Repentance from dead Works, Heb. vi.1, 
Aſecond part of this Righteouſneſs is Faith, thar 
is, the Knowledge and Belief of God in his Nawe | 
' and Attributes, and afirm practical Belief of Chift | | 
the only Begotten Son of God, as the. great Mediata | 
'betwixt God and Man, who, to that End, hy 
ving took upon him our Nature, was Inveſt 
with the threefold Office of a Prophet, to Inftut | 
us in the way to be Reconciled to God; of i 
Prieſt, to: fatisfie. his Juſtice for all our paſt. 0}- 
fences; and of a King, to Conduct and Goyen 
us ; and finally, to. Reward us for all our $t- 
vices. 'This allo is Life eternal, or another pat | 
of that Righteouſneſs for which we ſhall be Re- 
warded with Life Eternal, 'Thus to know thee tht 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt jen, 
Joan $18.3... | i vo alt o 
A third. js, to Obey God's Holy Will and Con- 
mandments, and to walk in the ſame all the Dapi | 
owr Life, that is, having abandon'd the etal = 
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of Satan, and yielded our ſelves up to the Faith 


of Chriſt, the Completion of our Righteouſneſs: 
will be this, to live the remaining part of our 

Lives to the Honour of God, by paying him a. 
faichful Obedience to all his moſt Juſt and 
Righteous Commands. And Bleſſed are they who- 
do his Commandments, for they only ſhall have right. 
to the Tree of Life, Rev. xxii. 14. Thus, in. 
ſhort, you lee the ſtate of that Righteouſneſs, 
upon the. account of which we ſhall be juſti-. 
 tyd and favd. 
And now it will be; eafte to underſtand, what: 
it is to Turn many to Righteouſneſs. And in the: 
higheſt and moſt exalted ſence of the Phraſe, it- 
.to Reduce whole Provinces under the Obedi-. 
ence of God. Ir is to reſcue that unhappy part 


of Mankind, which have for ſo many Ages paſt, 


labour'd under the Tyranny of Satan ;. it- is to 


reduce them to the juſt and happy Government: 
of their rightful Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 
k is te Inſtruct thoſe Dark Corners of the Earth, 
in which the Light of the Goſpel has not' yer 
hone, or. but very dimly : It 1s to enlighten 
them with a full and bright Knowledge of their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sandctifier.. And it is 
laſtly, to render them obſequious Servants. to a 


® 
% 


Is 


& | jultand holy God, whoſe Service. is perfect freedom: 


I'S] 
Te 6s, 1 lay, to diveſt them of that Inhumanity, 
Savageneſs, and Brutaliry , whereby they are 
Beaſts of Prey to each other, and to ſtamp up- 
on their Souls that lovely Image of God, con- 
ſiſting in Knowledge, Faith, Love; and Purity 
whereby they will become Angels, nay, God', 
one to another. "This is to Turn many to Righ- 
 teouſneſs, in the higheſt Sence of the Phraſe; | 
But in a Lower, yet a very Noble Sence, it is. | 
to be any ways Inſtramental in the Inſtruction 
and Converſion of any Conſiderable number of | 
Souls in 'any part of the World, as well within 
the Chriſtian Pale as elſewhere : Within the Chri- 
ftian Pale, I ſay, where, God knows, there is | 
ſtill that Ignorance, Profanenels, and Immorality, 
which loudly call for more Labourers into the Vim: 
yard, to carry on to Perfe&tion the Informatia 
and Converſion of Chriſtians. And in both 
thele Senſes 


Secondly, Who they are who have heretifn, 
whoſe Duty yet it ts, and who may ſtill be faid t } 
Turn many to Righteouſneſs, is the ſecond thing 1 | 
proposd to. ſhew you. And here we aret0 
confider, that as the Apoſtacy of Mankind from | 
God began ſoon after the Creation, ſo God had 
his Miniſters from the very beginning conteſts 


with 


(RF: 


with the Powers of Darkneſs, and with all pof-. 


ſible Application reſcuing Mankind out of the 
Snares of the Devil, as Abel, Seth, Enos, and Noah 
before the Flood ; . which laſt, for his eminent 
and painful, tho' unſucceſsful Services in this 


oreat Work, was call d the Preacher of Righteouſ- - © 


neſs, 2 Pet. 1i. 5. 

Nor did either the Occaſion for the like 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs ceaſe, even after the 
dreadful Deſtruction by an. univerſal Deluge , 
nor was God afterwards wanting to his own 
Honour, or the. Good of Mankind, in fending 
his Prophets and Prieſts to be Preachers of Righ- 
teouſnelſs to a wicked World. 

It was but very few Centuries after the Flood, 
that the whole Farth was again Revolted from 
God, and overſpread with: Wickednels ; .and ir 
was not- without a conſtant Succeſſion of Prieſts 
and Prophets, as well as of Mercies and De- 


ſtructions, that the Divine Providence did {e-- 


cure one only Nation, the Jews, in their -Alle- 


glance to him. And yet even theſe his peculiar 


People, 'This Holy Nation, in proceſs of Time, had ſo 


corrupted themſelves, that their very Righteouſneſs 
was as filthy Rags, Ifai. Ixiv. 6. And both their 
Principles and Morals were fo far .debas'd, and 


1h the moſt demure and preciſe amongſt them, the 


Scribes 
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Scribes ahd - Phariſees ſo defe&ive in both, thx 
our Saviour told his Diſciples, [Except their Righ. 
teouſneſs ſhould exceed the Righteouſneſs of thy 
Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhould -in no wiſe ente; 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. v. 20. 

And now when the Defe&ion of Mankind 
from God was become ſo Univerſal, that it wx 
time for him, either utterly to root out from 
the face of the Earth, all the Inhabitants of «, 
or he had no other way but by ſome Miracle 
of Mercy to Reform it; Then did the Diyine 
Goodneſs, which always - enclines him to the 
moſt Mercitul' part, chooſe to ſend an Amiaf 
ſador Extraordinary to propoſe Terms of Re- 
conciliation, and to invite Mankind home to 
God. And accordingly , God, who at ſundy 
*Times , and in divers Manners, ſpake in time pu 
unto the Fathers -by the Prophets, did in theſe lit. | 
Days, (or in the laſt great Age of the World) | 
ſpeak, unto us by bis Son, whom he appointed Hr | 
of all - things, by whom alſo he made the Warld 
Heb. 1. 1, 2. Eo 

And here, how without Wonder and Aſto- 
nihment, can we behold, with what pro- | 
digious Zeal, Application, and Induſtry the | 
+Blefſed Jeſus ſet upon the great Work of Re- 
forming Mankind. -It was his Meat and Drink 
: 
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13 do the Wall of him that fent him, and accordingly 
be continually went about doing Good, both to the 


Bodies and Souls of Men. To their Bodies, 
by Healing them of all thoſe: manifold and 
mighty Diſtempers that had then invaded them : 
To their Souls, by Curing them of thoſe moſt 
faral Maladies of all, their Sins; to rid them of 
which, was ſo much the main and principal De- 
hon of his coming into the World, that from 
hence he was denominated | a Saviour to it; 


' Aud they ſhall call his Name Jeſus, for he ſhall heal 


his People from their Sins. But the Original cauſe 
of all their Miſeries, both Bodily and Spiritu- 
al, proceeding from the miſchievous Enmity 
of Satan, he did with the utmoſt diligence pur- 
ſe that Rebel, driving him out of the Bodies 
and Souls of Men ; both which he had fo uni- 
rerfally Uſurp'd, and did at that time ſo cruelly 
Tyrannize over. | 

| And that he might at length be utterly diſ- 
poſſeſs'd of all his Dominion, and that no 
Corner of the Earth might be left him to exer- 
dk his. Tyranny upon, when the Bleſſed Jeſus 
ws leaving the World himſelf, in purſuance of 
that Power which was given unto him in Heaven, 
«m2 on Earth, he Commiſſfion'd his Apoſtles to 
proſecute the glorious Conqueſt over the Devil, 


and 


[1] 
ant all kis Works, which he had begun, com- 
manding them to. go, and diſciple all Nations, 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, al 
Teaching: them to obſerve all things whatſoever he hag 
commanded them, promiſing to be with them always, 
even unto. the ad of the World, Matt. xxvili. 18, 
19, 20. And fo faithful were they in the Ex- 
ecution of their Truſt, that they ſoon diſpers( 
themſelves into the utmoſt parts of the Univerſe 
ſo that not. an Age had paſt, till their Sound wen 

[8 into all the Earth, and their Words unto. the Ends if 

| © the World, Ron. x. 18. And thus.you ſee who 

| they are that have heretofore Turn d many t 

Righieouſueſ 

But who thoſe are, whoſe Duty yet it is, ad 
who may ſtill. be ſaid to h the ſame, remains to be 
conſider'd, and may God enable us to find them 
out. 

And, Firſt, This is a Work incumbent upon 
every Chriſtian Church and Nation ; but ought | 
ro be the Concern and Care of none more than | 
ours, and can never be more ſeafonably { | 
upon than at ſuch a juncture as this. I fay, to 
conlider, and afliſt in the beſt Methods of Turniny | 
many t0: Ri ighteouſneſs, ought to. be the Care and | 


Concern. of every Chriſtian Church and Nation 
and 


. 
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and this out of a grateful Return for that Bleſſed 
Light of the Goſpel which has ſhone amoneſt 
them, by which Chriſtians are, or may be, (if 
they ſuffer themſelves to be regulated by the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, which fo Freely tend to 
render both private Perſons and publick Socie- 
ties happy) by which Chriſtians may be, I ſay, 
ſo much diſtinguiſhd from rhe deplorable State 
of thoſe Barbarous and Savage Nations, where 
lenorance of the "True God and Religion over- 
ſpreads their Country. Nothing more naty- 
rally diffuſes its ſelf than Light, and how pro- 
digiouſly ungrateful would it be for a People 
themſelves enlighten'd, not to ſpread that to all 
Mankind which was given them to ſhew others, 
as well as themſelves, the Way to God, and their 
Happinels ! 

But eſpecially this is a Care and Concern 
incumbent upon ſuch a Church and Nation as 
ours. A Church ſo pure in its Doctrine, and 
ſo Heavenly in its Worſhip, as in that reſpe& 
is the fitteſt in the World to be the Model LO 
the New Acquiſitions which ſhall be gain'd to 
the Church of Chriſt. Bur, alas, that it ſhould 
be ever faid, that another Church, whoſe Reli- 
gon is fo fadly corrupted by Paganiſh Super- 

mons, ſhould yer be ten thouſand times more 
CS  _Lealous 
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Zealous, in. Baniſhing Infidelity and Paganiſm 
out of the World than ours is ! 
And itis a. Work in Gratitude due. from. ſuch 
a Nation as this: A Nation fo enrich by the 
Commerce. and Commodities of ſo many Bar- 
barous and Pagan Countries. Surely, ſmce wp 
have in. ſo plentiful a_ manner been made partakers of 
their Carnal Things, it is our. Duty alſo to, Mints 
fſter to them in Spiritual things. 
| And ſuch a Work ſurely can never be. mor 
Seaſonably promoted by any Church .or Nation, 
than at a a juncture, as this. What has mad; 
up. ſo great a part of our Deyortions, for ſome 
Years paſt, as. our Thankſgivings for. the lit 
leſs than Miraculous Deliverances we have re 
ceivd, in the. Preſervation of our Religion and 
Liberties ? 
And when had this our Preſervation ſo glorious 
a Completion, as at this time.? and fo folemn an 
Acknowledgment paid to Heaven, for it, as lately 
in this Place?. Bur what fulſome Hypocriſte, would 
it be to. thank God with. ſuch ſeeming Devotion, 
for the Preſervation of a Religion we do not in 
the leaſt Value? or, How can we be, thought to 
Value it. at all, if when it is in our Power to ex- 
rend the Chriſtian Pale ſo far as we may, and 
to. the bringing into it ſo many Thouſand Souls 
ans re over 
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over whom we: have: an abſolute Dominion; 


ſhould we. yet take no Care abour it ? 

Secondly, Thoſe whoſe Duty it is in. a more 
eculiar Manner than others, to 'Thrn many to 
Righteouſneſs, are the Miniſters of Religion ; I ſay, 
in 2 more peculiar Manner than others: for we are 


not only. ordained and ſeparated for this Work, 


bur the Inftructing, Inlightning, and Informing of | 


the World, which is the Foundation of all Righ- 
tcouſne(ls, is . peculiarly the Paſtors Province. 
I do call the Inftilling of Divine Knowledge into 
the Minds of Men, the Foundation of all. Religion : 
For why ?- Knowledge of the true Nature of 
God, and of all the parts of that Religion which 


is.to be paid him, is a neceflary Guide. and Di- 


re@or to all Virtuous and Religious Practice, it 


O 


being the ſame thing to the Soul, as the Eye is 


o.the Body. Nor..is Divine Knowledge ne- 
&ary ro Mens living, Vertuouſly, only as it is 
2 Guide and Director to us ſo to live, bur it is 


requiſite alſo, as it is the Principle and Reaſon 


whereon all virtuous and worthy Deeds-/are to be 


founded ; inſomuch, that a thing which is other- 


wile well done, if it be: not. done knowingly, bur 


| ignorantly, will not be. imputed by God, nor 5 


Man, as a vertuous and laudable Action. Nay, 


the chicfeſt of all Divine Graces, if it be not a&ted 


OUT 
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-out of a through Knowledge of the Nature of 


God, and of true Religion, will een become, for 
want thereof, the Blackeſt of all Sins : as 2, 
when not guided by Knowledge, will cafily hy 
cranſpoxted to Cruelty and Murther, Whar {hai 
| ay? The want of throughly underſtandjn 


the true Nature of God, and the Nature an 
Delign of the Chriſtian Religion, 1s the onh 


Caulk 'of all that Superſtition which is in tþ 


World; of Superſtition 1 ſay, than which ther 


is not a more grievous Malady that can poſſby 
infe&t the Souls of Men, fo as to render then 
more troubleſome to themſelves, more miſchi- 
vous to the publick Good and Welfare -of th 
Church, and to act more diſhonourably and yu 
voking to God. In ſhort, it is Ignorance whic 
is the Natural Parent of that Atheiſm and Iv 
fidelity ſo rife amongſt Men; and indeed, ns | 
only of. that, but of all .other Vices and Wick | 
.ednefſes whatſoever. 

And now it:is the great Duty of the Mu 
Rers of Religion, to remove from the Minds 
Men that -Ignorance of Divine things, which 5} | 
the-cauſe of all their Miſcarriages, and to infll 
into them thoſe Doctrines and Religions Pit 
ciples which are the Fountain of all their fant 
Righteouſneſs. "This: we are to atrend- up" 


b 


[15] 


by Catechizing, and Preaching, and Conference, and' 
whatever Methods can be thought moſt ſuccels- 
ful and effe&tual in the Inſtruction of Mankind ; 
and thoſe who ſhall beſt inſtru& their People, 
ſhall moſt effeEtually Turn many to Righteouſneſs : 
And therefore, 
Thirdy, Thoſe Perſons will be reputed to 
have no {mall ſhare in this Bleſſed Work, 
who have put the Miniſters of God in a Ca-. 
\ | pacity of fo Inſtructing his People, by making 
\ | a Proviſion for the Acquiſition, Maintenance, 
| | and Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge. Such 
. | are thoſe who have been the Founders of 
: | Churches, Schools, Colleges, \and Libraries. And 
- | ._ not here to ſpeak. of the Excellency of {uch Cha-_ 
& | tites, which dire&ly tending to the Everlaſting 
| Happineſs of the Souls of Men, muſt be as far 
| beyond what terminate only on this Mortal 
Lite, as the Soul is more Excellent than the Bo- 
 @; and as an Eternal is to be preferred to a 
\-| Temporal Felicity : Burt not to. infiſt on this: 
$0} The Advantage of being thus Inftrumental in 
i Turning many to Righteouſneſs lies here, That 
tis not only in the preſent Generation, that ſuch 
wh aethus ſerviceable to the Souls of Men, but in 
| All Apes to come, and when they ſhall be long 
dead, they will yer ſpeak, and ſo ſpeak as to. have 
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"a Share in all the Converſions, which ſhall ba 
made by Vertue, and through the Afliſtance of 
that Stock which they have laid up for the Prg. 
moting of Religion and Learning. | 

And eſpecially, the Erecting of Libraries | 
neceſlary and uſetul Books in Divinity, is of 4 
others a neceſſary Proviſion for-the Propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge. For why'? The Prif 
Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, becauſe the Pup 
are to ſeek. the'Law at his Mouth, Mal. ii. 7. And, 
the Meaſures of Knowledge a Miniſter is tobe | 
Maſter of, muſt be neceſlarily fuch as ſhall e | 
able him to give his People an entire Views | 


the whole Scheme of Chriftian Do&rine in thr | 


Connexion, wherein one part of it depends um | 
another, and for want of which,'the Generaliyd | 
Chriſtians are ſo ignorant of- the: true Nature add | 
Deſign of Chriſtianity. Farther, a Paſtor milt | 
throughly underſtand the Nature, Terms, av F 
Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, and tit 
Nature tof "Chriſt's Mediation, through which i 
was obtain'd. More 'particulary yer, he mul 
be able eleafly to explain, and fully co' prove F 
cach "Article of his Chriſtian Faith ; many 0 
which not being obvious to our Natural Rev 
ſon, but capable of Proof only from theScri 
tures, he muſt be well versd in the Langwgs| 
an 


| 6 
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"and Manner of Speaking of the Holy Pen-Men; 
' before: they can. be fo explain'd” and prov'd. 
Ardhe muſt be able to ſtate exactly the Nature 
and*:Extent of Chriſtian Duties, which Know- 
ledge depending _ a right Underſtanding of 
the Nature, and difterent Obligations of all thoſe 
many forts of Laws, Natural, Divine, and Hu- 
mane, which regulate and dire& our Duties. 
This/is a part of Knowledge as extenſive as it is 
Key... | POS. 
.. All which Premiſes being duly confider'd, and 
withall, char we cannot now work Miracles, 
 /and chat Inſpiration is no part of- our Takent; 
bur that we are left ro the Ordinary mearis'*6f 
_ "Converting the World ; namely, the Comition 


\| Meafiires of: God's Holy Spirit | accompanying 


| mr hard Study : Ic muſt therefore clearly follow, 


1 that thoſe Perſons 'will be reputed to have n6 
, | mall ſhare in this Bleſſed Work, who ſhall lay 


- | fach'a Foundation of "Chriſtian Knowledge, as 

| *ithout -which, "Humanely ſpeaking, it | is not 
. | poſlible the' Paſtors of "Chriſt's Church ſhould 
{|} 'fred their Flock with neceſſary Inſtruction. 


-i- | Thirdly,' And 'now I am to fhew you, That 
[it iillt be found one day the higheſt pitch of Wiſdom 
.bo have : been Inſtrumental in this Bleſſed Work. of 


Turning many to Righteoufneſs. - It is the part of 
{gps 


Wiſdom. to propoſe to it ſelf a Good End, ang 


then to purſue it by due and proper Mean, | 


And proportionably, as the End is more or 16 
excellent, and the Means more or lels adapi 
| to carry it on; in the ſame degree is a My; 
Wiſdom to be judg d greater or leſs with-rel, 
tion to it. Now here the End is .incompataby 
excellent, beyond any other that can: be num'd 


For why? to Turn many to Righteouſneſs is, þ 


effect; to conlulr, and that in the higheſt Mu. | 


ner,. the Honour and Glory of God, and th 
grcateſt Good and Happineſs of Madkind, th 
which nothing can be thought of more End 


Jent. . To Turn many to Righteouſneſs, you hat | 
alſo cen, is to diſooſſck Regen] unrighted | 
Ularpatzon he has made upoa God's Doninm | 
over his own Creatures, and it is toreduce then þ 
under the Government of their Rightiul Lo 
and Maſter. And can any thing be more go 
rious than ſuch an Athieventent ?  And:jc is bf 
tb reRifie the corrupt and {inful Natute of May | 
and to bring them under che Direction of Jud 

Laws, as alone can make them happy: Af 


what is-it to be a Benefactor, af 'this be not? 


., Nor can any Means be more worthya 
great, and beter fitted $0 the Purpokes propuh 


| 


—_— _- 


A 


chan thoſe we have confiderd. For let the 

| whole Nation, let the Clergy, and fuch. as have | 
Wealth and Subſtance, ſer heartily about it, and | 
the Work is done. 

'This, in ſhort, is to be wiſe to Salvation, and | 4 

alas! what is the Wiſdomeof this World in com- 
patiſon with this ? .. Whar an Ideot is David's 

| Fool, who when he might make to himſelf Friends 

in Heaven of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, heaps 

up. to himſelf Riches, not knowing who , ſhall gather 

them?... And. who is wholly folicitous to find 

out ſome.one,, from whom he might call his Lands 

after bis own Name, ( fondly thinking, that . by 

this means his Houfes fhall continue for ever, and 

- by; Dwellg-Places ta all: Generations). When 

' byJuch Charities to che Sonls of /Men, as have 

 trenmentioned, he might provide thac his Name p 

| Written, in the Book of Life. Which | brings 

| Tarn many to Reehteonfneſ? is the higheſt) Wiſ- 

ee beeauſeahay 5 on Mn nay: 


& ———_—_— 
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| zoe Beſides, the Propofing of God: End, 
F and the Proſecuring»of i by. due and- proper 
| Mans, there is ſomething yer. farther wanting 
iy | 0 compleat the Wiſdom, of 'our Ations, | arid 

57 at Go x wa 


higheſt degrees of Glory, who' ſhall: be moſtinds | 


And mo. to. that: Man. (Jaich. owr Sayiour);byw% 


g's 
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that is, to. do all in the Proſpect of an excelley 
Reward. And here, as the End, viz. the Glory 
of God, - and .the Good of Mankind, is-the 
moſt tranſcendently Glorious, and the Mex, 
propos d in order to. accompliſh it, are what q 
moſt become 'Chriſtians in their ſeveral Station, | 
and according to their ſeveral Abilities; fo theRe. | 
ward that will Crown all this, is: here in my Te 
fpoke to be ſuch, as is not inthe power of Wark | 
ro. expreſs a greater. They that are wiſe ſhall ſhy 
as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and' they thit tun 
many" to. Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever and ty 

And indeed, as of all other Sinners, thoſe wil | 
be the moſt exquiſitely. puniſh'd, who ſhall wy | 
ways carrupt and-'deprave the \Principles. ad 
Manners 'of Mankind: So -of all: the Rightza 
Servants i of God, thoſe will be' exalted to'th 


* 


ftnous:m:the Inſtruction-and ConverſioniofMa | 
-\"'Þ fay. of dll:other Sinners, \thoſe will be.the mſ.o | 
quifitely puniſhd, who ſhall any . ways: corrupt all 
deprave the Principles and Manners -of Mattw*| 
Such' as do; ſow:1lt Principles, 'and do: ana 
diſcourage and diſcountenanct Piety. and Ven 
are ſaid to put a; Stumbling=block,”' arid to'br-ak 
Occaſion to. fall in their Brother s way, Rom. xiv. iif 


WEE TEE 
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the Offence” cometh : For -whoſo ſhall offend one of 
the meaneſt of  thafe that |believe' in him, it were better 
for :Þits that ia; Milſtone iwere bagged about bis 'Neok," 
and that\ he mere' drowned 116 the depth of the: Sea, 
Mart. xvii. 6,..7.. . And | a' moſt emphatical 
Threatning; this is to all thoſe wicked Inſtraments: 
of; HunrighteouſneſF. abroad: in- the World; who 
makd.it their Buſineſs, : and | feem- to-be* intent: 
upon this very thing. It is ſad enough to have 
one ſelf done: or ated wickedly :- But whoſo- 
encr-{hall not only: break, tho! itbe one ofthe leaſÞ 
Commandments ;| but ſhall teach Mem: ſo; he ſhall be called 
the leaſt im the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt: v. 19. that 
is, none at all: :He ſhall be caſt our of it; 'and 
ERerviles. to; it. ; There: 4s inthe: Words' a: yaſt 
deal--: mote;;} to {'be: underſtood: chan is ex* 
pref d; as is-ufual; both-in: the Sacred: Writings, 
and irs profahie.; Authors «:;10 ; thar> the: Caſe. of 
had; - whos by -profanc;| atherfticalo:innd lewd 
Diſcourſe, or whatever .ather: evil Commnications 
40> drape: n,g00d Prinaplestiand Aaaners. |. But 
abeye All orhers,. k1is"# detadfalthing t6:000+ 
beer; what fvilb bathe Ddonaiotith Men, -who 
by. wicked{Books, ſuch 23s bothi.z nets; Deiſts, 
Aptnigus, : 2nd. :Autinomians do..now, :to;.the Re- 
» FS: - | IYroach | 
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that is, to. do all in the Proſpect of an excellent 
Reward. And here, as the End, viz. the Glory 
of God, - and .the Good of Mankind, 1S the 
moſt tranſcendently Glorious, and the Mer; 
propos in order to. accomplith it, are what q 
moſt become Chriſtians in' their ſeveral Stations 
and according to their ſeveral Abilities ſo the Re 
ward that will-Crown all this, is- here in my Tex 
ſpoke to be ſuch, as is not inthe power of Wark 
to. expreſs a greater. . T hey that are wiſe ſhall ſh 
_ 66 the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they thit tun 


many. to: Righteouſneſs. as the Stars for-ever and an, | | 
And indeed, as of all other Sinners, thoſe wil | 


be the. moſt exquiſitely. punuſh'd, who ſhall 


ways corrupt and.deprave the. Principles. a 


Manners 'of Mankind: So -of all: the Right 


Servants : of - God, thoſe will be' exalted toth 
higheſt degrees of Glory, who'ſhall be moſtindy 


ftrious: im:the Inſtruction-and ConverſioniofMa 


| 
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!'Þ ſay: of dil:other Sinners, \thoſe'will be: the mf. 


quiſitely puniſh'd, who ſhall any ways: corrupt al | 
deprave the Principles and Manners -of Mattos | 


Sach' as-'do; ſow:4lt Principles, 'and do. anywa) 


diſcourage and: diſcountenanct Piety. and Vers | 
- are faid to put. a: Stumbling=block,"' arid torhe-a | 
Occaſwon to. fall im their Brother s way, Rom: xv: 1} 


And .wo- to. that. Man. (faith. owr Sayiour bee 
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the Offence © cometh : For -whoſo ſhall offend one 6f 
the: meaneſt of thoſe that" believe' in him, it were better 
for -þij that :a\ Milſtone :were haivzed aboutibis Neek,' 
and: that he were' drowned "ins the "depth of the Sea, 
Matt. -xviti. 6,7... And (a' mioft emphatical: 
Threatning; this is to all thoſe wicked Inſtraments. 
of; Hunrighteouſueſs..abroad: in the World; who 
make_it their Buſineſs,: and | feent- to - be: intent: 
upon this very thing. It 1s ſad enough to have 
one ſelf done: or acted wickedly : - But whoſo- 
exc ſhall not only: break, tho' itbe one of the leaſt 
Commandments ;/ but ſhall'teach Mew ſo, be ſhall be called 
the leaſt m the Kingdom of Heaven, Mart: v. 19. that 
is, none at al: He ſhall be'caft our of it; 'and 
piſh.d as ane. of. thoſe! who! are: the: greateſt 
Fherviles. £O) It; 56 [There 11s 1n' the: Words'x vaſt 
deal. -mote:;! to be: underſtood-: than 15. (CX= 
prels d, as is-uſual;-both-in:the Sacred: Writings, 
and ir: profane... Authors 3:40 | thar> the: Caſe. of 
thoſe: Men: is | moſt dreadfully nd :defperarely 
had; who by -profanc;| atheiftical;:'nnd lewd 
Diſcourſe, ,or whatever .ather: evil Cammnications 
40> {dr raph: goed Prinaples:!) Manners. ©. But. 
aboys All orhers,. [is"Z debndfalrthing t6:000+ 
Ser; what wilb hertheDodoniofthaſesMen, who | 
by.,wickediBooks, ſuch-\ as both! Atheiſts; -Deiſts, 
Qfonigns, : and. :Antinomans do..now, [to::the. Re- 
NT Nt | | | Iroach 7 
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- proach of our Church:and Nation; daily pub. 1 
liſh amongſt us. - It {is dreadful, I fay, 0 CON». 
ſider what: will  befall fuch in the. End. What 
Evil of this Nature .is done: only by Difcourke, 
is but tranſciently bad, and. may ruine . the 
' Souls only of fm, few of: their unfortunate 
' Companions. 'Bnc:the wicked Principles which 
are propagated by Books, are laſting Miſchief 
from whence, as from a Pandora's Box, fly our 
thole' Plagues and Mortal Diſeaſes. chile can 
never be recall'd, and .will\ fpread 'Deftruction 
and Ruine | amongſt che Souls: of; Men -'to- th 
Worlds End... | 
And indeed it'is hatd to' fay; what Meaſures of 
Repenrance may be ſufficierit for chefe Men. 'Thy 
entance they:muſt eome to, or be evertaſti 
ps imeacafurabty Uindoar, rſt be ons as comes | 
not under the ordinary Definitions! given tha 
great. Condition;of our Sabvarion.> Jt is not a pt 
ate Grief and Soxrowe,::nor barely: att [Amends 
ment for the ifawre; will be ſufficient to teconellt 
ach to-God:* 'But as.che Difhonours-done'to'thi 
Great Creator, by: cheirqmearts, are2never bon 
ro:end, bam|-wick hb World ;.:to'the'Rep 
cions  ro.he-inade-for tht king! ofi Acne, ab 
Inurics to 'Chiift's Kingdony milſt' be by: a 
Recanration As pomew and laRting;:as the Nw 
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care, of the Offence is. ' And the- exacting. of 
ſuch a Repentance as this, I muſt needs recom- 
mend. to you, my Brethren, who axe cntring to ; 
day .into. the Mingtry, when-ever.,you are called 
ro the Sick Bed of any notorious Atheiſt -or 
Deiſt whatſoever. And this was the Reſolution 
of a'very eminent Biſhop of our Church, in: the 
Caſe. of oneof a confiderable figure amongſt them, 
akker he had written his Book de Yeritate.. You are - 
the'Stewards of the Myſterics of God, fo that you 
canaot, with Fideiitytzo,your.GreatMafter, diſpence 
have creed laſting Batteries againſt" his King- - 
\ dom, tall. they themſelves, by a like. publick 
Recantation, {ſhall have pulld them. down with 
theit.,own hands. . .$q that. you.;{ce. the; very 
Repencance of thoſe. ;;who. ſhall \C67n many- to - 
Unriohteouſneſs, is a hard and feartul Diſcipline. 
And what then ?;” How much beyond.the.com-- 
mgn . Meaſures. will. 'the 7 Panifhment {of : thoſe \ 
amongſt them be, who--{hat:remam Jmpent- - 
tent 2 + And indeed it is but realonable to be-.. 
ieye, that the Caſe will be; yallly different. 
beewixe thoſe who haye oaly:in their own.Perſods 
\trinſpreft the ILaws-of God,/and:fuch wha make 
@'Party,: ard fight the: Devil's Batrels againſt 
Him, Theſe Men miſt be ftippoſed co be firlt | 


at. 
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© ut perfect” Entity with Him, and their Rap 
Nature mult; be- Mr ieF ry againſt Him. ' 
therefore it- carinot” be” expected but 4b. the 
Fury "of "his 'Wrath, and the. Very Dregs of bis the 
| ger JA be poured our againſt ſuch. 
And now, if- of all other Sinners hol will 
be the moſt! exquiſieely' puniſh' d; who (hall: "any 
wiys <corfiipt: and deprave'- the” -Principles-ad 
Managers of-Mankind; then; by parity'of Reaſon 
of all the Raghteous S avis of God, thoſe will k- | 
exalted-to- the ligheft-deprees of - :Glory, «pho -ſhull-be 
moſt prduſtrious i the 'Infl>uthon and Con 
wy Fs lay"the Es of-C rig | 
ledgdy/ or "Contribute toward the Promoting of: ut, 
For this-we'need no -ather:'T eftimony chan-tx | 
erviatkable> place of St. James vi 26. Know)itht | 
 cberwhith: Overderh : a” Foolas: ' from the Error! of 
Ways; -fhall fave a Soul from Death, and ſhall" 
_ -@'Multifude of | Sins; Theſe Words ſpeak -{uch 
wy Regard 7£6/rhe Ohiaritable! Endeavours of thok | 
 -whqido many: ways.'promote,”0r do Lahpw"h | 
the Infliu@ion-and Converfion of 'Siriners, 'thir 
'through the: Merits | and SatisfaQtion of Chr 
*(by- - which : : only ir 15 tha! God becontes'p 
2pitious ro: our! beſt; Pecformance$ pithis ki 
"Charicy will be had"timno wean (Conſi derfiion 
- when God thall take 'Cognizatice -0f our "Sins 
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and Failures. And if the Converting of one 
Sinner ſhall be ſo confiderd, what Glories 
will await thoſe who Tarn many to Righteouſneſs ? 
| cannot poſlibly expreſs them in any higher 
Words than thoſe of my Text, in which alone 
there is a force and luſtre, like to the Rewards 
themſelves which they beſpeak. 

And proportionably as the Aſſiſtances given 
to Turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall be moſt extenſive 
and laſting; in the ſame meaſure we muſt 
ſuppoſe the degrees of Glory will be alotted 
"to ſuch Piety. And therefore, ſince, next to 
what the Apoſtles did by their perſonal Labours, 
and _ inſpird Writings, to - Convert Mankind 
to God, ſcarcely . any thing can be thought of 
a more direct and ' immediate Tendency to the 
ſame - Glorious and Bleſſed End, than to lay 
wp thoſe Magazines of Chriſtian Knowledge 
on the Confines of Satan's Kingdom, out of 
which the Miniſters of God's Word may be 
conſtantly ſupply'd, both with - the Food of 
Souls, and with that Spiritual Armour where- 
with! they. may carry on the War with Succels, 
ſo as at length to drive that Arch-Rebel out 
of thoſe vaſt Territorics he now poſſeſſes: It will 
therefore. follow, that thoſe pious Perſons will 
molt effectually conſule their future Happinels, 
| \ 


and 
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| and provide beſt for an Exalted Glory, 
who ſhall expend moſt in fixing Libraries of 
neceſlary and uſeful Books in Divinity, in or. 
der. to the Inſtruction both of Miniſter ang 
People. Such indeed eannot be faid, by G 
doing, to hazard their Perſons in the Cog. 
verting of Mankind, and fo may not be «©. 

_ titled thereby to the Reward of Martyrs and 
Confeſſors. Burt however, they may be much 
more inſtrumental in Turning many to Righ. 
teowfneſs, even than thoſe who actually labou 
-in_the Work it felf; becauſe that, in effec, x 
will be they who ſhall Preach, Catechize, and | 
Inftru&# thoſe Parts of the World, as well n 
fucure, as in the prefent Age. It is they wil 
be the Fountain, we ſhall be only the Conduit | 
Pipes through which the Waters of Life wil | 
be convey'd to 'the People : And therelor, | 
except we ſhall beftir our ſelves very "mud, | 
they will far our-ſtrip us in the Perſuir d | 
Ecernal Glory. 

In ſhort, - Thoſe who ſhall make ſuch 2 | 
laſting Proviſton for the Inſtruction and Cor- | 
verſion of any confiderable part of Mankind, | 
may, in fo doing, be very well lookd upon 
as 2 ſort of Apoſtles to thoſe Parts of tht 
World. And it fo, we may condiude 2 
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prear deal concerning the Degrees of Glory 
wherewith ſuch ſhall be recompenc'd, from 
that Promile of our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
Matt. xix. 28. Veridy, T fay unto you, When 
the Son of Man ſhall fit on the Throne of his 
Glory, ye alſo ſhall ſit upon Twelve Thrones, jud- 
mg the Twelve Tribes of Tſrael : For tho' we are 
not to conclude from theſe Words, that any 
beſides the Twelve ſhall be exalted to the 
higheſt Degrees of Happineſs, yet from hence 
we may clearly gather, that proportionably 
as Perſons ſhall approach ale to the Apo- 
files in  Evangelizing Mankind, they ſhall be 
placed nearer and nearer to them upon the 
ſeveral Aſcents, to the higheſt Stations in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, 

Not thac I would lefſen the Hopes of 
Glory tro you, my Brethren, who ſhall labour 
in this Great and Glorious Work, of Gaining 
Souls to God. No, but rather give me leave, with 
the great Apoſtle to the Gentiles, Rom. xi. 13. 
to magnifie to you your Offce, who are entring to 
' Gay upon the Sacred Miniſtry , and ſome of 
. you in order to a Bleſſed Miffion. And you 
| have this Advantage of all other Profeſſions 
of Men, thar whereas others, by a due diſcharge 
of the Duties of their proper Calling, can orily 
pts SLES E- 2 become 
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become Righteous themſelves, you, in the due 
Exerciſe of your Miniſtry, will Turn many 4 
Righteouſneſs: So that whilſt other Chriſtians 
can expect only the common Rewards fq 
well-doing, you may promiſe your {elves 
upon the Performance even of the ordinar 
Duties of your Function, to be extraordinarily 
recompencd. And the Reaſon is. this, becauſe 
the Good that you will do is doubly and trehly 
beneficial ; for you will not only conſult there- 
by your own Happineſs, but will render - your 
ſelves Benefators to Mankind, and what i; 
above all, will enlarge the Bounds of Chriſt; 
Kingdoms.” -- - | ek oj ble 
. I fay you will render your felves Bench 
tors to Mankind. For why? the Religion 
you are to propagate and promote, is of {uch 
2 Nature and 'Tendency, that were it heart 
embrac'd, the moſt Wild and Savage of Me 
would become Innocent, Kind, and Sociable | 
to one another; they would not hurt nor de- | 
ftroy in all the Holy Mountain. And it « F 
Prophecy'd, that this will be -che Fruits of 
Chriſtianity, when the Earth ſhall be full of the | 
Knowledge of the Lord, lai. xi. 9. And you | 
will allo, by a diligent Application to tie | 
.. . Ducies of your proper Calling, pull down the | 
= Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Satan, and enlarge the Bounds of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, or at leaſt-wiſe encreaſe the 
Number of his faithful Subjects. 

- This will indeed engage you in great Con- 
flics with the Powers of Darkneſs; and the 
Difficulties and | Oppofitions they _ and their 
Agents, the wicked Men of the World, ſhall 
give you, will call forth all your Courage and 
Prudence to reſiſt. But the greater are the 


Dangers and Difhculties, the more noble is the 


Vertue; and the greater the Vertue, the more 
glorious will be the Reward. 

And therefore I cannot forbear to bleſs that 
Providence which calls both you and me into 
the Service of thoſe darker parts of the Church, 


Where we ſhall have occaſion to do more Good 


than here we could be able, ro conteſt with 
oreater Difficulties, and thereby to entitle our 
elves. to the chiefeſt Rewards. -- For as bad as 
tis to be Ambitious after Earthly Honours, it 
s nobly Vertuous, and Chriftian-like, an Emu- 
lation to excell in the Favour of God, and in 
thoſe Stations of Glory which he will beſtow 
upon ſuch as ſhall exert themſelves in his Ser-. 


| Vice. And to be Inſtrumental m bringmg Light 


lo them that fit m Darkneſs, and in the Shadow | of- 


| Death, whether we conſider the Service, or the 


Recoms 
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Recompence, has enough in it to ſatighe. E 
moſt pious Ambition. ""v 
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To conclude therefore in the Words of $ 
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you to the chiefeſt Glories of it; for this 
that whereunto you are called, and are now to yp# 
feſs this good Profeſſion at an Holy Ordinaigt 


before many. Witneſſes. 
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